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Prussian Association. 


Hirschberg, June 22, 1865.—The Prus- 
sian Association has just been held at 
Breslau in Silesia. ‘The sessions contin- 
ued from the 12th to the 15th, and the 
meeting, I trust, was very profitable.— 
Excellent letters were read from brn. 
Oncken and Kébner, and the business 
was transacted with harmony. One of 
the chief topics under consideration was 
the prevalence of Darbyism (the Ply- 
mouth Brethren), which has caused much 
devastation among the churches in this 
section. 
ed its crisis, and should the letters of brn. 
Oncken and Kébner be printed, as is in- 
tended, I hope they will do much to con- 
firm our churches in faith and knowledge. 

The churches in Eastern Prussia were 
more largely represented than those near- 
er. The spirit of life seems especially to 
prevail in that region. 

A love-feast was held on the after- 
noon and evening of the last day—a 
privilege which we never can dispense 
with on such occasions. The season was 
particularly fervent and full of love. 


The Church in Berlin. 

In Berlin we enjoy on the whole 
peace and comfort, and the Lord grants 
us a gradual growth. Our love-feast last 
Christmas was a season of peculiar inter- 
est, and we felt more cordially united 
26 


This error seems to have reach- 


than ever before. We held daily meet- 
ings in our chapel, during the week of 
prayer in January, and felt richly bless- 
ed. Almost every month we have had 
accessions to the church. The baptismal | 
feasts in our chapel have been delightful 
occasions, and always draw a full attend- 
-ance. We had last year 62 baptized; 
net increase, 54 ; total, including out-sta- 
tions, 603. 

My own health is improved. Persons 
at first sight will not believe that I am 
nearly sixty-six years of age. Fain would 
I serve still longer my Heavenly Master, 


‘and see his wondrous works in the world. 


The American Struggle. 


We have taken the deepest interest in 
-the struggle in America, and our joy was 
exceedingly great in the glorious issue of 
the dreadful war; though both your joy 
and ours was greatly diminished by the 
treacherous murder of your most noble 
President. Deep and solemn were the 
religious exercises in Berlin on account 
of the death of President Lincoln. Dr. 
Tappan, of the United States, and Dr. 
Krummacher, of Potsdam, addressed the 
meeting. We pray constantly that the 
wounds inflicted by the rebellion may 
be healed, and that the Union may 
again be firmly cemented. 


Tour. 
On the 18th, Lord’s-day, I preached 
in the morning at Reichenbach to about 
thirty hearers. The pastor is br. Knappe. 


| 
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A brook flows close to the chapel and 
dwelling house of br. K., where it is very 
convenient to administer baptism. In 


the afternoon I preached to a larger com- 


pany at Guttmannsdorf, an hour dis- 
tant. Much interest was manifested.— 
In the evening I visited a woman on her 
death-bed who was formerly a member 
with us, but who had fallen into error 
and taken refuge finally in the State 
church. Stopped on my way at Lieg- 
nitz, where br. Priedemann is pastor. 
He is one of our most faithful and active 
brethren; but his wife being blind, he 
is much hindered in his missionary work. 
The Bible Cause in Vienna. 

The succeeding Lord’s-day I spent at 
Breslau, where I preached twice to good 
congregations. I had sweet intercourse 
with the brethren, and departed on the 

26th for Vienna, where I arrived on the 
following Tuesday. Mr. Millard, who 
kindly entertained me, is the General 
Agent of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. He had spent several years in 
Berlin, where he aided us much in the 
work of preaching, and had gone again 
to Vienna to recommence the great Bi- 
ble-work, which had been interrupted 
for some years by the despotic govern- 
ment. He was compelled to take all 
the rich Bible stores out of the Austrian 
dominions, just when the work of dis- 


semination was in full operation, and the ‘ 


field was white for the harvest. He is 
now again, after several years, endeavor- 
ing to carry forward the work of the So- 
ciety, and has a large dép6t of Bibles in 
Vienna, though under some restraint. 
All now bids fair to succeed better, al- 
though the Government has given no 
permission. 
Converts in Vienna. 

Mr. Millard has been in Vienna for 
two years, and has begun to preach in 
his own house and to gather together 
such as are in fellowship with Christ.— 
The Lord has been gracious to his fam- 
ily. ‘Two of his sons, seventeen and fif- 
teen years of age, have been hopefully 
converted, ‘and were desirous of being 
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baptized. The same is true also of Mrs. 
M. who has been a believer for several 
years, but has not as yet recognized her 
duty to follow Christ in this ordinance. 
A servant in the family likewise seems 
to be a real Christian, and is fully re- 
solved to be baptized. Some others are 
under serious impressions. It was under 
such circumstances that I was invited 
by br. M. to visit Vienna. I have had 
an interview with several of the persons 
just named, and hope to administer the 
ordinance in a few days. 

Early in July Mr. Lehmann visited again the 
family of Mr. Millard in Prechtsdorf, near Vien- 


na, where the latter were spending a season in 
the country for rest and refreshment. 


Baptismal Feast. 


It being inconvenient to administer 
baptism in the open air in any place in 
Prechtsdorf, a baptistery was prepared 
by order of Mr. Millard in the garden 
saloon and amply supplied with water. 
On the 11th of July, late in the eve- 
ning, after solemn preparation,—includ- 
ing singing, reading, prayer, and an ad- 
dress founded on Rom. 12: 1,—aided by 
bro. M., I baptized Mrs. M. and their 
two sons and servant, and one other 
candidate. We were all under a deep 
impression of the Divine Presence. Af- 
terwards we met in the upper garden-sa- 
loon and partook of the emblems of the 
dying love of Christ, feeling that we 
were one in Him, and in the hope of 
the spreading of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, after such tokens of the power of 
the Holy Spirit. We regretted that the 
few baptized disciples in the town could 
not be present. 

When br. M. returns to Vienna in the 
autumn, he will resume the services in 
his house. There are now ten baptized 
disciples in Vienna, who will form the 
nucleus of a new church among a pop- 
ulation almost entirely Roman Catholic. 

Visit to Pesth, in Hungary. 

On Friday, July 14, I set out for Hun- 
gary. The voyage by steamer down 
the Danube was pleasant and very in- 


terestmg. The country gradually be- 
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came very mountainous, and the condi- 
tion of the people, especially in the 
country, was evidently very miserable. 
Their huts were as wretched as in the 
poorest districts of Ireland. Vineyards 
and maize-fields cover the ground, and 
herds of pure white oxen, with very 
wide-spread horns, abound in the mead- 
ows, or stand in the water of the . Dan- 
ube. After a long day’s sail, at eight 
o'clock we reached Pesth, the capital of 
Hungary, and I found a home with a 
brother, who had spent some years at 
Berlin, and married there one whom I 
had seen growing up ‘from childhood. 
Mv visit awakened great joy. 

There was holy work to be done here ; 
but my friends warned me of the danger 
of persecution. We had, however, more 
freedom than I expected,—more than in 
Vienna, where religious meetings were 
strictly watched. Many meetings, I 
learned, were held in Pesth in private 
houses, and on Saturday evening one 
was held in the large room of my host. 
I preached to a large congregation, and 
had also an auditory before the windows 
in the street. 

The Bible Cause in Hungary. 

I rejoiced to find that Mr. Millard had 
begun his Bible work again in Pesth, 
opened a dépdt of his treasures, and set 
in motion the press, and the binding of 
Bibles in divers languages and dialects. 
Even colportage had been ventured upon 
in the country. I conversed with some 
of the colporteurs, very enterprising men, 
' who braved the dangers and the opposi- 
tion of the priests and the authorities. 

Our Baptist friends, though only three 
in number, had not been idle. They 
had testified the full truth, and con- 
vinced several believers of their duty to 
be baptized. 

Examination of Candidates. 

On Lord’e-day morning we held a con- 
ference, in reference to the administra- 
tion of baptism to several with whom I 
had already had a brief acquaintance. 
It was agreed that great caution should 
be used, inasmuch as both friends and 
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foes were much opposed to the ordinance. 
The authorities had frequently punished 
severely a kind of Baptists who have 
existed for a few years under the name 
of Fréhlichianer,—a_ sect holding 
strange and erroneous views, as well in 
regard to baptism as to other Christian 
dactrines. In the forenoon we all went 
to the chapel of a kind of Presbyterian 
church, the pastor of which is also a mis- 
sionary to the Jews. In Pesth alone 
there are 35,000 Jews. We heard a 
very good and Scriptural sermon from 
the pastor. I was afterwards introduced 
to him and cordially welcomed, and in- 
vited to preach in the evening, and ac- 
cepted the invitation. 

In the afternoon the dear disciples 
who wished to be baptized assembled in 
the house of Mr. R., and we held a regu- 
lar meeting for their examination. We 
found time only to hear from a part of 
them, whose evidence of faith gave us 
much joy and confidence. At six o’clock 
I preached in the Presbyterian chapel, 
according to appointment, to a good con- 
gregation, partly in great Hungarian 
style, with much joyfulness. There is 
here a mixed population, partly Hunga- 
rian, partly German, partly Slavonian, 
and still other nationalities. 

On Monday we examined two more 
candidates for baptism, two sisters, from 
Bohemia, whose evidences greatly cheer- 
ed us. The following Wednesday was 
appointed for the time of baptism. On 
Tuesday, after having visited several 
Christian friends, we went in search of 
a suitable place for administering the or- 
dinance. Down the Danube, at an hour’s 
distance from town, we found a very ex- 
cellent place, the river extending far 
and wide, and the current being not too. 
strong. ‘The time in Pesth was spent 
both agreeably and profitably, though 
the weather was excessively hot. 

Baptism by Starlight. 

On the evening of Wednesday, July 
19, the candidates came together at br. 
R.’s, where I gave them an extended ad- 
dress founded on Mat. 28, explaining the ~ 
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nature of baptism. Fervent prayer was 
then offered, and we proceeded to the 
place selected on the Danube. It was 
then between ten and eleven o'clock. 
At first the sky threatened rain; but as 
we came out of the city, it became quite 
clear. We passed the military guard 
without molestation, and reached the de- 
lightful river. There, under a most bril- 
liant canopy of stars, we first united 
again in fervent prayer, and then separa- 
ted for the purpose of changing our 
dresses. Another short prayer followed, 
and I Jed one of the female candidates 
into the water, who, with her face turned 
upward to heaven, manifested the deep- 
est emotion. It was necessary to proceed 
some distance, in order to secure the 
requisite depth, and there I solemnly 
immersed the dear disciple of Jesus. 
Then followed her sister, then the third 
female, a married woman, and finally 
three male candidates. All around was 
calm and solemn, and in the sweet feel- 
ing of having fulfilled the will of the 
Lord, we changed our dresses, and then 
met again for fervent thanksgiving and 
prayer. Then ascending an adjacent 
hill, with the wide-spread flood before 
us and the starry sky above us, we sung 
without fear one of our glorious hymns. 
Just then a boat was drawn along by the 
bank of the river, just where we had 
baptized, but the men in charge were 
not allowed to disturb us, as long as we 
were engaged in the ordinance. Before 
we left the memorable place, I pointed 
out to our friends the beautiful constella- 
tion of the Crown (Corona Borealis), 
which I have never missed in the numer- 
ous cases where I have baptized under 
a starry sky, and which symbolized so 
beautifully the crown of life, which the 
Lord has promised to his faithful followers. 
Our sisters were so joyful on our return 
to the city, that they sung without fear 
with their fine voices one hymn after an- 
other, continuing till we reached the 
town. 

Having arrived at Mr. R.’s, we sur- 


+ vounded the Lord’s table, where I ex- 


plained at large the import of the ordi- 


Germany. — Letter from Mr. Lehmann. 


[ November, 


nance and afterwards advised them as to 
their behavior amid the struggles which 
undoubtedly await them. 

Only an hour or two remained for a 
little rest. At five o'clock, A. M.,I left 
Pesth by the train, after a most cordial 
leave from the newly-won brethren and 
sisters. 

My next tour was to Kanizsa, in Hun- 
gary. I passed along the very long lake 
Platten, and was again impressed by 
the miserable condition of the land and 
its inhabitants, who seem to live in 
deep degradation. I reached Kanizsa 
about two o’clock. My object in this 
visit was to seek the restoration of a 
brother, excluded from the church sever- 
al years ago, but now understood to be 
truly devoted to the Lord. I found both 
the brother and his wife in a hopeful 
condition. He lives separated from all 
Christian intercourse, not knowing of one 
soul converted to God. All around him 
are Roman Catholics, and the few Pro- 
testants are infidels. Jews abound ev- 
erywhere in Hungary. The condition of 
the town is miserable. There is no 
pavement, and the dust in summer and 
mud in winter are well nigh insupporta- 
ble. The brother whose case brought 
me here has an extensive business in the 
place; but he proposes to remove to Vi- 
enna, preferring to sacrifice his business 
in order to save his soul and to live 
amongst brethren. 


Missionary Journey. 

Leaving Kanizsa on Saturday, I pro- 
ceeded by rail by way of Puagerhof, on 
the line to Trieste, to Gratz in Styria,—to 
see another brother, formerly one of the 
little band of baptized believers in Vien- 
na, but who for the gospel’s sake was 
thrown into prison there in 1849 and af- 
terwards banished. I passed here a 
wonderful evening. The difference be- 
tween Styria and Hungary was amazing. 
All the houses in the country are neat, 
and the people are well dressed. Mar- 
burg, on the Drave, is magnificently sit- 
uated. 
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Going out in Gratz on the Lord’s-day, 
I found the streets crowded by people 
coming from the country, partly for the 
purpose of going to church, partly to at- 
tend the market, which was in full blast. 
From the Schlossberg, I had a wonderful 
view down into the city, which is delight- 
fully situated on the Mar, and numbers 
a population of 74,000. The brother 
whom I went to visit, with his wife, are 
dear children of God, and they rejoiced 
exceedingly in their loneliness to see a 
brother in Christ, with whom they could 
speak in the fullness of their hearts. We 
spent several hours in Christian inter- 
course and in devotional exercises. The 
great majority of the people in Gratz, 
as in all Styria, are Roman Catholics. 
There is however a small Protestant con- 
gregation, and our friends whom I visit- 
ed, attend worship there, the preaching 
being orthodox. 

Return to Berlin—Love-Feast. 

On Monday I returned to Vienna, 
passing over the high mountain called 
the Semmering, said to be the highest in 
the world. The construction of the road 
is very bold, as it runs around the rocks, 
spans valleys, pierces through tunnels, 
and makes many windings,—forming a 
most interesting tour for a traveller. I 
spent a day in Vienna, calling on the 
members and praying with them, and 
then took up my journey for Berlin, 
from which I had been absent nearly 
eight weeks. I spent one night in 
Prague and one in Dresden, where I 
saw the few friends of the household of 
God, and on Friday reached my jour- 
ney’s end. 

On Wednesday, Aug. 2, we had a 
love-feast at Berlin, at which a number 
of the young brethren, who had been 
studying in Hamburg, were present, and 
we had a most interesting and edifying 
evening. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits.” 

TIE CHIU MISSION. 
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN. 


A Tui is a native preacher in China, labor- 
ing in connection with the church at Hongkong. 


Dr. Dean, of the Chinese Mission. of Bangkok, 
who communicates the following letter, planted 
the church in Hongkong, and is therefore deep- 
ly interested in all that pertains to its affairs. 


Character of a Native Preacher. 

Bangkok, June 5, 1865.—A Tui isa 
beloved brother, and by a faithful and 
efficient service in the ministry for more 
than twenty years, has proved himself 
worthy of the pastoral office. He is a 
man of about my own age, has good com- 
mon sense, and for several years enjoyed 
my best endeavors to instruct him in the- 
ology. I first found him a centurion, 
with his hundred men employed on the 
public works of Hongkong. He soon 
came into our chapel services, and then 
brought his hundred men in a company 
Sabbath after Sabbath to the chapel, al- 
lowing their wages and food to go on at 
his own expense, the same as if they were 
at work; and when he became a mem- 
ber of the church, (the first baptized at 
Hongkong,) he gave his dollar a month 
at the monthly concert of prayer, while 
others gave but a few pennies. He has 
ever since proved himself an enterpris- 
ing, devoted Christian and faithful min- 
ister of the gospel. I made a mistake, 
as I now think, in not ordaining him be- 
fore I left China for the United States. 
As it now is, I hope ere long to see him 
fully authorized to take the pastoral care 
of the church at Hongkong. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON. 


Labor on the Assamese Dictionary. 


Mry 2, 1865.—It has pleased our 
Heavenly Father to give me and my 
companion better health this year, so 
that we have kept about mission duties 
and assisted our loved associates in their 
sufferings. We were loth to leave them 
and our own field even for a time, but 
it seemed duty to all, and so we came.— 
Iam doing my utmost to expedite the 
work in hand. I have a good Assamese 
pundit, sent me by Capt. Sconce, from 
the court, for revision of my manuscript, 
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with whom I sit from six to nine before 
breakfast. From eleven to five o'clock 
I am atthe press bungalow, preparing 
manuscript with the assistance of other 
pundits. The work is difficult. No dic- 
tionary ever having been printed, and 
the words often being used with vague 
meanings, I have to lead the way. But 
if health and strength is given to get it 
through the press, I trust it will be la- 
bor and expense well bestowed. 


The Cholera—Trials of Native Christians. 


Our native brethren at Gowahati and 
Durrung are going on as usual, calling 
for help, for missionary teachers. Bhu- 
bon has faithfully preached the gospel to 
his people. He has passed through 
great trials of late. While he was ab- 
sent on a preaching tour, the cholera 
broke out in his village. His brother 
Rama who had applied for baptism, and 
the wife of the old colporteur who was 
stationed with him, fell victims. Both 
died together, but none of the neighbors 
would come near to assist in sickness or 
to give burial: At length, the old col- 
porteur, though scarcely able to walk 
himself, placed the dead bodies on a 
child’s carriage, and with the help of a 
little girl dragged them into the jungle 
and covered them as well as they could. 

The jackals; however, mutilated one 
of the bodies. Bhubon returned, not 
knowing what had happened, sought and 
found the bodies, and buried them him- 
self. Not one of all his heathen neigh- 
bors or relatives even would assist him. 
Added to this, the heathen retorted upon 
him, saying, “Where is the difference 
between your God and ours? In what 
do you fare better than we? If it is so 
in this life, why may it not be so in the 
next? If your people had not died, we 
would have become Christians, kept the 
Sabbath, and made no more offerings to 
our gods. But why should we do so 
now ?” O, here is a striking instance of 
what it costs our native disciples to em- 
brace the religion of Christ. 
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Translation of a Letter from Bhubon, a 
Native Preacher. 


May, 8 1865.—My dear Teacher :— 
From the 5th of last month until the 
29th, I was travelling about, showing to 
the people that the dear Saviour is the 
true atonement for the sins of the world. 
The places where I preached the gospel, 
I will now enumerate in order. On the 
first day of the month 1 remained at 
my house, transacting business. On the 
second day, I preached from Luke 9 : 23. 
Those who attended paid good attention. 
On the 3d, I went to Mongoldye, to de- 
spatch letters and journal. On the 4th, 
I preached to the people who assembled 
at my house. On the 5th I left my 
house and after crossing the Brahmapu- 
tra river, I stayed for the night at Boslu- 
hit. In the evening I read and explain- 
ed the tract, “Way of Salvation,” to the 
people who gathered around me. They 
replied, “How is it, that we have not 
heard of this English religion before ?— 
You tell us we must forsake the religion 
of our fathers and mothers, and embrace 
a new religion ; how is this?” To which 
I replied, “O my countrymen, you should 
not call this the English religion. The 
true religion is for all people; and if you 
ask me how the true religion has come 
to this country, I reply—“God has put 
into the hearts of his servants priceless 
love, and they, hearing of the darkness 
and ignorance of this country, have left 
their own native country, their own rel- 
atives and friends, have crossed the great 
ocean to teach the ignorant people of this 
country.” “Who put this love in their 
hearts?” “Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
the world. He has commanded them to 
preach the gospel from village to village 
and from house to house. Therefore 
you now hear this good news of the way 
of salvation.” On hearing this, they all 
exclaimed with one voice, “Yes, these 
words are true.” Then I said, “If these 
words are true, then why not embrace 
the truth? Then you will be saved.” 
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Deaths by Cholera. 

Thus far Bhubon’s journal. The re- 
maining days of the month were similar- 
ly employed, preaching from village to 
village to attentive hearers. On the 
29th he reached his own home again, to 


find that death had been there, and re-. 


moved suddenly a dear brother and the 
wife of Kondura Bura, his associate.— 
They died at nearly the same time, and 
very suddenly, of cholera. I will trans- 
late from his letter the account of this 
mournful event. 

A Mournful Tale, 

“On arriving at home, I was at once 
prostrated on the bed by grief, (a figu- 
rative expression). From that day, my 
tears and sighs have not ceased. My 
brother Ramee and mother Buri on 
the 27th of last month fell asleep and 
left us here, early in the morning, at the 
time of cock-crowing. Both were taken 
sick in the morning, and both died at 
the same time the next morning. There 
being no one to dig graves, poor old 
Bura, a very old man, husband of the 
woman that died, and a little girl who 
lives in my house, put the corpses on a 
little cart and dragged them away into 
the jungle. I went in the rain after my 
return, and buried them both. My poor 
brother’s body had been eaten by vul- 
tures, but mother Buri’s was undisturbed. 
Now I ask, what shall Ido ? My wife 
does not wish to remain here now. She 
says, ‘The vultures have eaten our 
brother ; what will be our fate ?’ 


Discouragement—Call for Help. 

“For two years nearly, I have preached 
the gospel, not only among my own vil- 
lage people, but, leaving my family in 
great discomfort, I have travelled and 
preached from village to village and 
from house to house. Although the peo- 
ple confess these words are true, they are 
still shut up in the prison of sin, and 
are the slaves of false teachers. Per- 
haps, asthe Lord sent away Lot from 
Sodom and Gomorrah, so He is calling 
to us by these trials to flee from this 
place. Shall we go to Gowahati or to 
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Nowgong ?- If you think it best for us 
to remain, then send another family, that 
we may not bequite alone. The village 
people all revile me, and speak evil of 
the Christian religion, because God has 
permitted the cholera to come into my 
house. They say, ‘We worship idols; 
of course we expect to be taken by the 
pestilence; but this family who worship 
the living God are not kept from the 
destroyer.’ They seem to think that 
those who worship a living and true God 
should be kept from death. I tell them, 
‘We look for eternal life.’ They ans- 
wer, ‘How can you tell what will be 
hereafter?” Thus God permits the 
wicked to revile. They say, ‘If God 
had protected all in your house from the 
cholera, then we would have listened to 
you, and have attended to the word of 
God. But now we see you die as well 
as we by the pestilence; what profit is it 
to us, to worship your God? Nearly all 
the people of the village are sick or dy- 
im.” . 

Thus far writes our dear bro. Bhubon. 


Peace in Death—A Dark Providence, 


The brother whose loss he mourns 
had been for some time a believer, and 
was only waiting a visit from Mr. Bron- 
son, to profess Christ openly in baptism. 

His sudden death prevented him from 
bearing a dying testimony.. But his life 
bore witness to his humble piety. The 
old lady whom Bhubon speaks of as 
mother Buri, was the wife of Kondura 
Bura, of whom I wrote some months ago, 
She, with her husband Bhubon and wife 
and Bhubon’s deceased brother, were the 
only Christians in that district. How 
trying to them this dispensation of Prov- 
idence, which has thus diminished their 
little number, and at the same time given 
the heathen a (to them) convincing 
argument against the true religion.— 
Bhubon also writes that several neigh- 


| boring villages, where the people had 


sacrificed goats and other animals, as di- 
rected by their priests, have been spared 
the visitation of the cholera. This of 
course confirms their belief in the superi- 
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ority of their own religion. _No wonder 
that his faith and courage almost stag- 
ger under these heavy trials. Subse- 
quently, however, he seems to have re- 
gained in a measure his courage ; for he 
thus writes :— 

“My dear teacher :—Your letter of 
April 18th is received, and has given 
me great joy. How can I express my 
sorrow under our trials! Still if you 
think best for us to remain here, we will 
do so; only please send us another broth- 
er and sister toshare the work with us. 
My little boy has been very near dying ; 
but by the mercy of God is now better. 
Pray for us, that God may comfort us.” 

Pray for these afflicted ones, and that 
God may abundantly bless their labors. 


TAVOY MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. COLBURN. 
After exhibiting various discouraging facts 
in reference to the field at Tavoy, under date of 


March 15, 1865, Mr. Colburn concludes as fol- 
lows 


The Missionary’s Reception in Tavoy. 

But there is a bright side to every pic- 
ture, and there is certainly a very bright 
view to be taken of this station. God 
has wrought wonders here in time past, 
and He is still doing great things, where- 
of the people may rejoice. 

My reception among the Karens of 
Tavoy was every thing that I could de- 
sire and much more than I had expect- 
ed. They were reluctant to believe that 
I really intended to remain; but when 
once satisfied on that point, I found an 
easy pathway to their hearts. Cases of 
discipline, private trials, and national 
burdens were poured into my ears most 
lavishingly, and I think I may safely say, 
that if the confidence of the people in me 
does not diminish, I shall never have oc- 
casion for grief on that score. In every 
way they could devise, they have shown 
their satisfaction and gratitude. 

State of the Churches. 


I judge that in most of the churches a 
very wholesome discipline prevails. In- 
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deed, I have seen more evidence of the 
excess of legislative authority, so to 
speak, in the churches, than of remiss- 
ness. Such crimes as adultery, fornica- 
tion, theft, and the like, are not only no- 
ticed and dealt with unsparingly, but the 
sins of falsehood, fraud, anger, absence 
from religious services without a reason- 
able excuse, and others of a similar kind, 
are regarded as grievous offences, to be 
similarly denounced by the church. 

I do not know but the spirituality of 
the Karen churches is about equal to 
that of a majority of the members in the 
churches at home; but I was unwisely, 
perhaps, expecting more. Yet all with 
one accord speak of it as a time of dis- 
couragement and coldness, yet not a 
time of indifference among the heathen. 
I could now station five assistants among 
heathen who have called for teachers to 
come to their villages and teach their 
children to read, and also “about the new 
religion.” 

Call for Teachers among the Heathen. 

The headman of a heathen village 
came to me in person and plead for a 
man to be sent to his village. Having 
no man and no funds I could not com- 
ply. He said, “We will feed him; only 
send him.” But he ‘must have clothes, 
books, and medicines, all of which are 
very expensive. He drew a long sigh of 
despondency with some mournful expres- 
sion about his poor people, that I could 
not fully understand, and then bright- 
ened up as if a new thought had taken 
possession of his soul, and asked if his 
son could come and live with the teacher 
and learn to read. 

Another heathen came a long journey 
to talk with the Christians of a remote 
village, and after a few days went home. 
He learned about the time of the Asso- 
ciation, and that it was customary to 
take the donations in at that time, He re- 
peated his journey to put two annas into 
the hands of the delegate, saying he 
wished that to be given to the missiona- 
ry, for the “cause of the eternal God, 
who is the only God.” The last I heard 
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of him, he had fully concluded to remove 
his family to that Christian village, and 
seek the Saviour. 

The Siamese Karens call loudly for 
teachers. We have neither men nor 
money. 

Tavoy Association. 

Our Association was in a remote vil- 
lage, and was not so fully attended as I 
had hoped it might be. The more sta- 
ble men of the churches that I have vis- 
ited were not present. The delegates 
were chiefly young men. A good state 
of feeling was manifested, though noth- 
ing of marked importance. The lead- 
ing sentiment seemed to be, the expres- 
sion of joy and gratitude to God for the 
teacher’s return,—though not without 
many expressions of fear, lest I should 
soon remove to some other station. 


Relations of the Missionary and People. 

I told them that the brethren in Amer- 
ica loved them and prayed for them, and 
would do all they could to help them; 
yet they must not expect that we should 
ever be able to do as formerly ;—that 
having introduced the gospel among 
them, they could not expect more than 
the support of a missionary, while the 
broad heathen world was calling for a 
knowledge of the first principles of the 
gospel. I told them I had not come to 
them with funds to educate their chil- 
dren, support their pastors, give books 
and medicines; but I had come with 
what, I trust, would be better to them in 
the long run; with a warm heart and a 
cheerful readiness to take hold with them 
and build up the zause of God. I had 
come not to dictate, but to advise re- 
specting the development of their own 
resources, and the best methods of using 
them for the glory of God. I had come 
to encourage them in right actions, and 
to assist them in every way in my pow- 

er, with reference, not so much to the 

present gratification of the mass of 

Christians, as with a view to preparing 

them for a time when they should have 

no resident teacher. They must not 
_ then expect that I should assume all re- 
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sponsibility and perform all difficult tasks ; 
for it would be better to guide them in 
the performance, and throw upon them 
some responsibility, that they may gain 
strength for days to come. If mission- 
aries always lead them, I might perhaps 
say “carry them,” they would always be 
children. I want them to be men, and 
go alone, and in all my plans should 
keep this in view. I referred them to 
China, Japan and other places where 
there were no disciples, and asked if 
they did not think they ought to look 
after the church and provide for the 
heathen about them, and allow the 


Union to send the gospel to others? Yes,’ 


they thought that would please Christ. 
They said they had been discouraged,—it 
was wrong to live in such inactivity; 
they were not happy. “If the teacher 
will only stay with us, we will take heart 
and try to spread the gospel.” I need 
not repeat more; this will be sufficient 
to indicate the tone of my remarks, and 
the way it was received. 


What the People propose to Do. 


One more item, however. When I told 
them how I lamented the want of inter- 
est in educating their children, and asked 
them what would become of the church, 
and the interest of Christ’s kingdom, if 
things should go on a few years more at 
this rate, they felt deeply. The pastors 
lay in the zayat, talking it over until 
after two o’clock at night, and in groups 
the following morning, they were talk- 
ing about it, and asking what could be 
done. And the last day of the Associa- 
tion they proposed to give 500 baskets of 
paddy for a school in town. They also 
voted to request Quala to return from 
Toungoo,- and go among the heathen. 
They seem ready to do anything if they 
are led, but lack judgment and self-con- 
fidence. There are lay members that 


would go with Quala into Siam to preach ~ 


the gospel and teach, but they have not 
strength to go alone. 
An Open Field. 
I might here indulge in expressions of 
feeling, but will not prolong a letter al- 
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ready too long, except to say that a 
wide, and I think, an effectual door is 
open here for Christian usefulness. If 
_God gives me health, the prospect of 
which is now very encouraging, I shall 
hope, after a few years, to gather much 
fruit from this field. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM DR. STEVENS. 

. Baptism at Rangoon—Chinese Converts. 

Rangoon, June 13, 1865.—Last Sab- 
bath we had our regular communion in 
‘the Burmese church, when seven newly 
baptized persons were received into the 
church, two of whom were Chinese.— 
These are the first of that race baptized 
in Rangoon. If they prove good men 
and true, we shall hope their influence 
will be of the right kind upon their 
countrymen here, for whom nothing of 
consequence has been done as yet, on ac- 
count of ignorance of their language. 

One has been thirteen years in Bur- 
mah and has had a partial religious edu- 
cation in English at Penang. Of the 
seven, three were children of Christ- 
ians; the rest from heathen families. 

On the seventh of May I also baptized 
three European soldiers, and one Euro- 
pean woman, the wife of our esteemed 
deacon, Mr. Pascal. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
Karen Christians at Thongzai. 
Henthada, Feb. 9, 1865.—I have just 
returned from a short tour to Thongzai 
_ and placesadjoining. The readers of the 
Magazine have been accustomed to hear 
only of Burman Christians at Thongzai. 
But there are, and always have been, 
since the work was commenced at Thong- 
zai, Karen Christians there. Thongzai 
is on the banks of a stream which divides 
the Henthada and Rangoon districts. 
The Karen Christians in those parts be- 
long to both the Rangoon and Henthada 
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missions. There are two small churches 
there, looked after by the Henthada mis- 
sionaries. One of these is called the 
Thongzai church, and the other goes by 
the name of its principal man, Ko Dway. 
Or we might follow Scripture examples 
and say, “Ko Dway and the church in 
his house.” 

I had the communion in both of these 


churches and enjoyed very pleasant sea- 
sons. 


Karen Field Adjacent to Thongzai. 

I was struck with the fact that that is to 
be a very important Karen Mission field 
notlonghence. South of Thongzai there 
are already large heathen villages, while 
north of that place the country is, in 
great part, nearly cultivated. Land has 
been taken up here and there, and the 
venerable forests are falling before the 
daks of Karens, who are founding villages © 
where only three years since was almost 
an unbroken forest. There are two Ka- 
ren houses in this place, and three and 
four in that. Some were very favorably 
disposed to the gospel. Since my return, 
I have heard of one place where a teach- 
er is asked for to instruct the villagers in 
the first principles of the gospel of Christ. 
Hence my short tour to Thongzai I look 
upon as an important one. 

Again, in going to and returning from 
Thongzai, I saw quite a large number of 
heathen Karens, and had my most sol- 
emn preaching season among the hea- 
then for the year in that very journey. 
It was good to pour the living truths of 
God into the hearts of those dark-minded 
Karens. I had seen some of the people 
in that region before ; but this time I saw 
more, and felt that God opened the 
heart of this and that one to receive the 
things that were spoken. And as I ap- 
proached the Irrawadi to recross it to re- 
turn to the missiorf house in Henthada, 
there was a deep joy in my heart. Nay, 
it was something higher and more sacred 
than joy—a kind of assurance that I shall 
yet see a church of Christ east of the 
river, on the road to Thongzai. O may 
it not be a fleeting illusion. 
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Change at Thongzai. 

But I must not fail to tell about the 
Burman church at Thongzai. I think 
I gave a hasty description of the large 
chapel there and of warm-hearted disci- 

all of which, chapel and church, 
might be regarded as the fruits of the 
self-sacrificing labors of our good sister 
Ingalls.* 

Since I was there before, only two 
years had passed, but those years had 
stamped a sad change upon the scenes 
there. There is now no chapel. The 
permanent, graceful building, which 
served as chapel, school and dwelling 
house, has clean gone forever. All gone, 
except here and there parts of charred 
posts, sad mementoes of the past. . 

Nor was the change confined to out- 
ward scenes about me. I saw a change 
in the bearing of both the disciples and 
their beloved teacher. The buoyancy 
of hope had subsided in a great measure, 
and there was left the real heart of the 
church. Left, did I say ? No, the de- 
vouring flames had only purified that 
church of Christ. The outward house of 
God was in ashes; but the spiritual tem- 
ple had been not only left, but beautified 
by earthly afflictions. 

TOUNGOO MISSION: 
JOURNAL OF MR. CROSS. 
Preachers’ Meeting.—The Journey. ~ 

Toungoo, March 28, 1865.—I left home 
on the 13th of March to attend a meet- 
ing of the preachers, to be held on the 
15th, at a place about two days’ journey 
from town. I felt it exceedingly impor- 
tant to attend this meeting. 

On the morning of the 13th, I expect- 
ed Shan coolies, but none came. I was 
left next to the necessity of not going. 
But two Karen preachers, my assistant 
Plapau and another preacher, who hap- 
pened to be with me, and one Karen boy, 
volunteered to take up my luggage, and 
in this way we started on our journey. 
None of us knew the way. We held on 

#*See Mag. for Aug. 1863, p. 814. 
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our course till after noon, having made 
several mistakes which occasioned us 
some trouble. We knew that we must 
leave the main road somewhere in the 
vicinity where we then were, but, un- 
fortunately, we were blinded by the ter- 
rible heat and tormented by the biting 
flies, which had so stung my horse that 
he seemed unable to endure it, and had 
to be kept up by force from lying down 
to roll with me on his saddle. Besides 
all this, the dead leaves were now falling 
from the trees, and had not been cleared 
away by the annual fires; so that we. 
wholly misjudged in regard to the little 
path which we were to take. We final- 
ly followed what we thought to be the 
right way by the slight clearing of the 
dead leaves. Our way, however, after 
a while terminated in an extended plain, 
covered with tall elephant grass,with here 
and there a low, scrubby tree, but every- 
where nearly the same in appearance. 
We came upon a thousand paths made 
by wild elephants, &c., which had made 
this vast pasture their browsing place. 
We only had the burning sun to deter- 
mine the points of the compass. But to 
make our way through this labyrinth of 
paths, and to steer direct through the 
reeds and grass was impossible. 


Difficulties of the Way. 


What added to our trouble not a little, 
was the fact that the two Karens who 
were carrying my luggage became ex- 
hausted with the heat and their thirst, 
and were unable to bear up under the 
weight of their burdens. They were 
obliged to lie down every few yards. I 
led my horse, and beat the path before 
them, and encouraged them to follow. 
Before sunset we came upon the road, 
and soon reached a well which had been 
dug to accommodate the worshippers of a 
pagoda in that place. The poor boys 
reached the well with their burdens, and 
lay down to drink of its unwholesome 
and fetid water. We arrived after dark 
at the village where our beloved brother 
Kyoukkai is pastor, in time to hear him 
preach a very wholesome and excellent 
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sermon to his people and a good number 
of strangers who had come in from other 
villages during the day. 
Arrival—Tribute to Sau Quala. 

14.—We left again for Paupah, the 
place for our meeting, under more com- 
fortable circumstances than yesterday. 
The sun seems more fiery in its rays than 
usual, and we were obliged to take shel- 
ter in the middle of the day, but arrived 
at our place of meeting a little after 
dark. Here we met Quala, whose 
promptness and decision of character is 
marked by his being always in season at 
appointed meetings, as well as in the en- 
ergy and unflinching manner in which 
he meets all sorts of difficulties in dis- 
cipline and doctrine. We also learned 
that a goodly number of the preachers 
from the Toungoo and Shwaygyeen dis- 
tricts had arrived, but some whom we ex- 
pected had not arrived. 

The Meeting Opened and Organized. 

15.—The meeting opened with a ser- 
mon from pastor Pamau, of the Shway- 
gyeen district, who has become the lead- 
ing and by far the most able and reliable 
man in that district. His text was Gal. 
6: 4—“And then shall he have rejoicing 
in himself and not in another; for every 
one shall bear his own burden.” From 
this he drew for us an able discourse, de- 
livered in a bold, full tone, with the lead- 
ing idea that every Christian must be a 
Christian in himself. He showed that all 
combinations, except those formed by in- 
dividual and personal faith in Christ, 
must come to nought. 

First Essay—Speech by Sau Quala. 

Quala was chosen chairman of the 
meeting, and the essays, on subjects as- 
signed at the meeting in January, were 
called for. The first was read on Titus 
3: 10—“A man that is an heretic, after 
the first and second admonition, reject.” 
It treated fully the necessity of judgment 
by the churches, of the doctrines held 
and taught by the members; and the ne- 
cessity of rejecting those who teach and 
hold pernicious doctrines, as it would be 
necessary to put away a leprous or 
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plague-infected person, without the least 
idea that the church can persecute or in 
any way ill-treat heretics, asthe Roman- 
ists and others have undertaken to do. 

During the reading of this essay, old 
Quala began to show that a chord had 
been touched. He refrained himself 
with difficulty till the reading was com- 
pleted. He then rose and tried to speak, 
but was utterly choked with emotion, 
and for a long time could only make 
broken allusions to the history of his la- 
bors when he first came to Toungoo ; and 
he was not able to command himself 
more than to say a few words of the 
anguish he felt, and the seasons of weep- 
ing in secret places which he had almost 
daily experienced, over the defection of 
some of the churches. It was difficult 
for any one not to weep in sympathy 
with the yearnings and heavings of soul 
endured by this man of God for the mis- 
chief done, and over the bleeding ruin 
of some of these once fair churches. 

' Preachers’ Reports. 

The evening was spent till a very late 
hour by the preachers, especially those 
who had been appointed at the meeting 
of the Association in January to travel 
among the feeble churches, in giving oral 
reports of their work. Quala had jour- 
neyed through the Mopghas and beyond. 

Pastor Pwaipau next spoke. He had 
tried to fulfil his appointment and had 
visited a large number of the feeble 
churches; had been cheered by finding 
that a number of churches, which would 
not receive him last year on account of 
their connection with false doctrine, now 
received him cordially. 

Pastor Kyoukkai said he had been ap- 
pointed as one of the messengers to visit 
the feeble churches; but for some rea- 
sons he had not been able to go out as he 
had desired to do. 

"Second Essay—Resolution. 

16.—The morning was occupied by a 
prayer-meeting and remarks by Quala. 
At an early hour after this, the meeting 
of the day was opened by prayer, follow- 
ed by the reading of an essay on 2 John 
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10: 11—“If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him 
not into your house, neither bid him 
Godspeed ; for he that biddeth him God- 
speed is partaker of his evil deeds.” 
The essay showed that this had no refer- 
ence to the use of hospitality, but to the 
treatment of all who evidently attempt- 
ed to bring in false doctrines; and that 
toaid such persons, or in any way to 
countenance them, is to be guilty of all 
the evil they do, in consequence of this 
connivance, aid, or comfort, on our part. 
If therefore we do not peremptorily, and 
at all hazards of personal comfort or 
ease, resist the introduction of error sub- 
versive of the Scriptures, God must hold 
us accountable as the introducers and 
propagators of these errors. 

Immediately after the reading of this 
essay, which was full and direct, both in 
exposition and in its application to what 
had been taking place among us, a reso- 
lution was introduced as follows: 

“In this time of temptation, we resolve 
that we will take earnest heed in our 
work ; and we will endeavor to hinder 
every kind of doctrine or rite which the 
Scriptures do not command and teach. 
And, if any one comes to us bringing any 
other gospel or rite than that which we 
have received in the Scriptures, we will 
not receive him, but will, on the contra- 
ry, exhort him to repent, and put away 
his errors.” 

After this a number of resolutions 
were introduced and passed on practical 
subjects. It has been sadly apparent 
that in the introduction of the new her- 
esy, with its gross acknowledgments of 
the truth of heathenism in pagodas and 
Karen garments, those who have in any 
way fallenin with these’ notions have 
gone back with more than their old per- 
tinacity to their old customs. Those who 
have thus gone back are, of course, like 
the person spoken of by the Saviour, into 
whom seven devils had entered, instead 
of the one which formerly possessed him ; 
“and the last state of that man is worse 
than the first.” The belief in the power 
of demons and witches has been greatly 
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increased, as well asin the charms and 
medicines which are to be used against 
them. 

The meeting was held for three hours 
or more on this occasion, despite the ter- 
rible heat, and we trust much has been 
done which will be of use to us in bat- 
tling against the terrible temptation which 
has come upon us. 


Visit to the Mopghas. 

April 21.—I left home on the 4th inst. 
to attend the meeting of the Mopghas, to 
form their Association. Though I regard 
this as a most necessary step, and ap- 
prove it with all my feelings and sympa- 
thies, yet the movement wes not made at 
my suggestion. 

4.—Pastors Quala and Kyoukkai were 
with me in town. We were delayed one 
day in starting, as the people had miscal- 
culated their time to come for us. But 
by travelling in the night we were able 
to reach the foot of the mountain on 
which the village of Peleku was situated, 
where we camped for the rest of the 
night. The weather is exceedingly hot, 
but fortunately our path during the 
whole day led through a thick jungle of 
tall trees with dense undergrowth. In 
this way we were protected from the 
fierce rays of the sun. 

The Women’s Prayer Meeting Day. 

5.—We ascended the steep mountain 
and arrived, before the sun was up, at 
the village where our meeting was to be 
held. It was the women’s prayer-meet- 
ing day, and the females of the village. 
and those who had come to attend the 
meeting, were already assembled in the 
chapel. I may here record a fact that 
may not be known, that Wednesday is 
held by all the Karen Christians as the 
day for the female prayer-meeting. So 
universal and strictly uniform is this 
practice, that it has given name to the 
day ; and everybody knows the distine- 
tion of the day as well as they do the 
Sabbath itself. 

Various Tribes, but One People. 

The Karens of Toungoo are much 

more clannish than they are in the south 
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and those at the north classed as Bghais 
seem more so than the rest. We are 
here to attend a meeting called Mopghas, 
yet the people of this village are not 
Mopghas, nor Bghais, but simply Pele- 
kus, with a dialect of their own. And 
so I might enumerate the Satehs, Demu- 
kahs, Panapoos, Tarapoos, and any num- 
ber of races or tribes; and this display of 
names might lead off our fancy, and give 
a wonderful idea of the greatness of our 
field. But when I allow these phantoms 
to chase themselves away, I find myself 
in my sober senses simply among Karens. 


Dialect of the Karen Bible. 


It is perhaps providential that the dia- 
lect hit upon for the Karen Bible is the 


one which all can most easily adopt. Its 
simplicity, and freedom from all the gro- 
tesque extremes of guttural, nasal and 
labial sounds into which all the others of 
which I know anything have run, one 
way or the other, point out this as the 
golden mean, if I may so say, as proper- 
ly as our English Bible holds its place 
among all the varieties of diction and 
dialect ever thought of in England or 
America. In regard to this language, 
our Karen Bible and most of our books 
are printed in it; and I know of no lan- 
guage, ancient or modern, in which one 
can so easily learn to read. The reason 
of this is the fact that it has no excep- 
tions. Every letter and sign has always 
its full force, and its force is always the 
same. There are no redundant letters or 
Signs, and no redundant uses of any let- 
ter or sign ; and the idiom is as straight- 
forward and simple as it is possible for 
any language to be. These certainly 
are recommendations not to be over- 
looked. 
The Dialects of the Tribes Nearly Alike. 
I am persuaded that nothing will here- 
after divide the Karens on the score of 
their language; and no attempts will be 
made to deprive any of them of the great 
advantage which the fact that so many 
of them have become Christians, and 
that so many books have been made for 
them, will afford to all. Unless some 
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force is used to the contrary, all the Ka. 
ren books now in existence are for all 
the Karens, and nearly as available at 
once for one, tribe as for another. So, all 
Karen preachers may be for all Karens; 
and this so readily that a month or two 
suffices to make a preacher of one tribe 
a preacher in any other. That is, if we 
take extremes as they are now supposed 
to exist, a Sgau or Paku becomes a 
preacher in Bghai, and, in a month or 
two, in Geckho, as has been proved by 
experiment. This simple fact, when un- 
derstood, relieves the matter of a great 
amount of the difficulty which one igno- 
rant of the facts would attach to the 
work among the Karens; and it should 
also lead us to.take calm views of the 
whole. To set aside these simple but 
important facts, either in printing or the 
employment of assistants, will be no help, 
but rather disturbance and confusion in 
the work. I have spoken freely in this 
matter, in view of the many tribes and 
races to whom we are to-day preaching 
in the same language. 
The Association Organized. 

In the evening, pastor Kyoukkai 
preached a sound and very plain sermon 
from Deut. 18: 11, 12. 

6.—The morning meeting was occupied 
in prayer. At 10, A. M., a large con- 
gregation assembled, and Mr. Cross was 
chosen chairman, and teachers Plapau 
and Haitau, clerks. Several committees 
were also appointed to prepare matters 
to be brought before the meeting. Be- 
fore reading the letters from the church- 
es, Mr. Cross preached from 2 Tim. 4: 7, 
dwelling on the words, “I have fought a 
good fight,’ and showing that Christians 
are to fight, but not with carnal weap- 
ons; and that the worst enemies to be 
met are often those which rise up from 
among ourselves. 

In the afternoon the letters of the 
churches were read. I translate the first 
as a specimen of the whole. 

A Karen Church Letter. 

“Dear brethren, disciples and teachers, 

assembled this day at Peleku, greeting. 
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By the blessing of God we have all re- 
mained firm, every one unshaken in God. 
Not one of us has gone after false teach- 
ings. Yet on account of the contentions 
introduced among us, some of the disciples 
have been made weak; but others have 
remained unweakened. §0 oa account 
of divisions and strifes, our schools have 
been nearly broken up. We, therefore, 
ask our brethren and the teachers all to 
pray for us in Peleku with great earnest- 
ness to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“This our letter we present to the As- 
sociation, praying that it may be received. 
All that shall be decided upon in your 
meeting, we all agree to accept and fol- 
low. Our statistics are as follows: Bap- 
tized, 29 ; contributed, rs. 29 at the com- 
munion season for our pastor; two have 
left us without letters; none have been 
dismissed by letter; none excluded; 
none suspended ; received by letter, 2; 
members died, 8; not members, 13; 
whole number of members, 249 ; children 
in school, 25; contributed to ordained 
pastor, rs. 15, and eighty baskets of pad- 
dy ; to Rev. Quala, rs. 20; for the spread 
of the gospel, rs. 50. But in consequence 
of efforts made to introduce divisions 
among us, we are not at peace as at the 
first. May God bless you all. Amen. 

“Signed, 
“Church Peleku.” 


Nine churches were represented by 
letter in the meeting. This we regard 
as, under the circumstances, very encour- 
aging. I trust we now have the rallying 
point for nearly all the former Bghai 
Association. The most enlightened 
and important churches are here rep- 
resented. The statistics of the whole 
Association are as follows: Received by 
letter, 2; children born, 55; disciples 
died, 19; not disciples, 15; pupils in 
school, 97; baptized, 34; whole number, 
582; mumber of churches, 9; Sateh 
church expended 1010 rs. on their new 
chapel; Demukah church helped them 
25 res. 
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MISSION TO THE SHANS. 
LETTER FROM MR. BIXBY. 
School During the Rains. 

Toungoo, June 15, 1865.—The rains 
came in this year much earlier than usual 
and with unusual severity, and I was un- 
able to take my contemplated journey 
to the mountains for the purpose of bap- 
tizing believers. 

My school opened the last of May with 
twenty-seven pupils. Some have come 
in since; others have gone away; but 
now we have thirty, all young men. I 
have three pupils from Shway-nau-ghyee, 
where we had our trouble last year, and 
five from Qua-tsau-bya, where the people 
threatened to burn down their zayat if 
I did not send them a teacher. 

They are very wild and very homesick. 
I shall be obliged to let them go home 
often ; for they have not been accustomed 
to life in the city or the plain, or to be - 
away from home. Nearly all the moun- 
tain boys are ill soon after coming to 
town, which creates more or less fear. 
The change for them is very great. Still 
no one has died on our compound, or in 
connection with usin town within the 
four years of the existence of our mission, 
and only one on the mountains, while the 
heathen die daily all around us, and this 
has its influence over our people. The 
wealthy Burmans almost universally re- 
fuse our medicines, and the mortality 
among them is sometimes fearful. 


Preaching Tour to the Saukoos. 


One of our native preachers, stationtd 
at Shway-nau-ghyee, made a preaching 
tour in April among the Saukoos. Some 
of them received him with favor and 
promised to build chapels and receive 
teachers after the rains; others were in- 
different, if not hostil@ They are very 
wild, almost savage. They know almost 
nothing of Europeans, and as little of 
Christianity. A few only have ever 
heard of the precious name of Jesus; but 
the time of their redemption is near. 
The Lord will help us, for it is his own 
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work. I hope we shall be able to give 
them teachers next dry season. 

One Saukoo came down with the 
Geckhos to study with us. But they 
know nothing of books. Their prejudices 
and fears must be overcome, and a habit 
of study formed. It requires great pa- 
tience. Some of our boys are ill all the 
time, and we must care for them by night 
and by day. We board them all, heal 
their diseases, clothe their almost naked 
bodies, and teach them to read the Bible 
and look to Jesus for eternal life. We 
teach them to sing God’s praise, and some 
of them sing very sweetly. 

My old pupil from the Padoungs came 
in a few days ago bringing one new man 
with him. He said the rains were so 
very heavy that those who had never 
been down were afraid to come. They 
. have entered upon their studies with zeal, 
and we look upon them with hope. 


Pupils from a New Race. 

Wab-rah, the Dannau pupil, is doing 
well. We always feel glad to get a pu- 
pil from any new race. The pupils in 
Neeghyau’s village and vicinity are 
studying with Moung Ong in the above 
named village and the chief Neeghyau is 
one of them. 

Disadvantage of Various Dialects. 


In all the history of the past, the worst 


enemies of the church of the living God 
have eventually been the means of their 
own overthrow, and of the advancement 
of the great cause which they sought to 
destroy. 

Thus will it be, I fully believe, with 
Romanism, Buddhism and Mohammedan- 
ism. These great systems of false relig- 
ion in the East have had a tendency to 
unite and hold together nations that 
would otherwise hgye been broken into 
fragments, like these numerous tribes in 
Shan land, which have no religion and 
therefore no common bond of union. The 
result among the mountain tribes is, the 
dialects are almost as numerous as the set- 
tlements. People living within a day’s 
march of each other cannot communicate 
one with another, and this greatly im- 
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pedes the work of evangelization. The 
only way to do is to teach them all one 
language, which, while it gives them the 
disadvantages of a foreign tongue, will 
eventually bring them together. The 
Buddhist nations, while they suffer from 
the curse of idolatry, have a bond of 
union in their sacred books, which will 
sooner or later be turned to use, I be- 
lieve, by the Great Head of the church. 
Take, for example, the Mohammedans. 
Through the influence of the Koran, a 
hundred and twenty millions of people, 
speaking and reading the Arabic lan- 
guage, have been bound together in the 
use of one tongue which has no dialects. 
What a highway has thus been thrown 
up for the gospel chariot, when the Great 
Head of the church shall set the wheels 
in motion. Scarcely less useful will the 
Bedegat become in the Divine hands 
when the fullness of time has come to 
bring in the forces of the Gentiles. 
Reasons for Courage. 

How courageous and bold and strong 
we ought to be, when fighting under a 
Leader who has all power in heaven 
and earth, and when we know that all 
our foes will sooner or later be made to 
fight for us, and there can be no question 
as to how the victory will turn! 

We should be very mean to be faint- 
hearted in this war and deserve to be 
drummed out of the service. Not to be 
good soldiers in such a cause would prove 
how utterly worthless we are for any- 
thing great or good. 

Let us put on the whole armor, and 
fight manfully the good fight of faith. 
We shall be more than conquerors 
through “Him who hath loved us and 
given Himself for us.” 

Additions to the Church. 

Last Lord’s-day I baptized two,—one 
Burman and one Shan. Five candi- 
dates, Shans, were put off to some future 
time, when it is hoped they will show a 
fitness for church membership. . 

The Burman came from Shwaygyeen, 
sent up by Mr. La Chapelle. He bore a 
good examination. He was for many 
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years a priest in Toungdo. I also mar- 
ried him to a Christian woman who came 
up with him for that purpose, as well as 
for his baptism, a journey of six days by 
land—rain every day—and mud and 
water, some of the time knee-deep. ° 

Weare now blest with good health, 
but it is very sickly around us. The 
monsoon is very heavy. We need the 
prayers of God’s people. 

Mission Schools. 

The school has been examined recent- 
ly by several officers at the station, who 
contribute towards its support, and they 
expressed satisfaction. Most of the pu- 
pils attend Sabbath school and our chap- 
el services on Sunday. The Bible is 
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given. 

We have in the school Buddhists, Mo- 
hammedans, Hindus, Chinese, Catholics 
and Protestants, who are all taught alike, 
both English and Burmese, and this is 
the only school of the kind in Toungoo. 
The average attendance is twenty-five. 
This school is now entirely distinct from 
my training-school, which is taught at the 
Shan mission house, while the English 
and vernacular school is taught at the 
chapel in town. 

I have seven jungle schools in success-- 
ful operation a part of the year. The 
teachers, with one exception, are now 
studying with me for a short time. 


MISCELLANY. 


GERMAN BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

A former member of the Baptist church in 
Templin, Mr. Sandow, sends an interesting 
communication relating to the Baptist cause as 
represented by the German brethren in South 
Africa. We translate the letter from the 
“Sendbote des Evangeliums” published at 
Williamsport, Pa., Sept. 1. Ep. Maa. 

Brunswick, South Africa, April 10, 
1865.—After I had been here a year, I 
was visited by bro. Langhein, of whom I 
had heard, but I did not know where he 
resided. Our joy was sincere; the fire 
of love was kindled. The church of 
baptized believers in South Africa consist- 
ed at first of five souls, who had emi- 
grated from Germany. A sixth member 
was in a cold state, but the Lord restor- 
ed the wandering sheep to his fold. A 
rich blessing rested upon us. The 
church multiplied, and soon there were 
sixty-one souls. But the roaring lion 
was watching us. We did not perceive 
it till he was in the midst of us; he rent 
the church into two, three and four parts, 
and ultimately a fifth. The cause of 
the division I will not here stop to ex- 
plain. 

But O the mercy and grace of Him 

27 


who gave us one day of union, and then 
all contention ceased. That day was the 
7th of April last. God grant that ur 
upion may never again be interrupted. 

How wonderful are the ways of God! 
A year ago five of our brethren were 
sent to Graham’s Town, eighty miles dis- 
tant, to visit the English Baptists there, 
who form two small churches. The pas- 
tors are Messrs. Hai and Brodeston.— 
The former baptizes both children and 
adults, and holds to open communion; 
the latter baptizes believers only on pro- 
fession of their faith; but he holds that 
baptism is essential to salvation. Wé 
told them we were poor, wandering and 
persecuted sheep, and needed counsel 
and assistance. I preached once in Mr. 
Hai’s church, but only a few Germans 
were present. They promised to visit us 
in a fortnight, but they never came. 

But the Lord who hears. prayer had 
another messenger of good tidings for us. 
Three years before, a native African, a 
Reformed minister,—who had been con- 
verted at the age of eighteen, and was 
now thirty-four years old,—and pastor 
of a. Reformed parish numbering 18,- 
000 souls—was convinced on the subject 
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of baptism. He took the ground that 
infant baptism is nothing, and that a 
man must be first converted and then 
baptized. This brought upon him perse- 
cution and expulsion from his place— 
After his departure, a schoolmaster was 
convinced of the truth and refused to 
have his child baptized. He also lost his 
office. Soon, still others became con- 
vinced and were baptized ; among them 
a woman who had been sick eight years, 
and who was assured by the physicians 
' that she would die if she was baptized ; 
she was carried to the water on a sofa, 
buried in baptism together with the couch 
on which she lay, and immediately be- 
came convalescent. In all, eight souls, if 
I do not mistake, were baptized by a 
brother, who was formerly resident in 
Hamburg. This occurred in a place 
four or five hundred miles distant from 
Brunswick, but nearer Cape Town.— 
They heard that there were German 
brethren residing here also; but they 
were anxious to see br. Mellett, by whose 
instrumentality they had been converted. 
They announced their wish in the paper. 
Br. Mellett saw that his spiritual children 
had been baptized. He was then in Al- 
exandria, 120 miles from this place, but 
the Lord gave him no rest till he re- 
turned a year afterwards and was also 
baptized. Four parishes engaged to 
support and aid him. He came to Port 
Elizabeth, where there are English Bap- 
tists, then to Graham’s Town above men- 
tioned ; but they did not harmonize with 
him. Then to our joy he came to Bruns- 
wick, which was a delightful arrangement 
for him. But he found much to do— 
For a whole fortnight we were occupied 
in healing the division that existed 
among us. At length we were all of one 
‘heart and one soul. On the 7th of April 
we had a conference, and on the 8th the 
Lord’s Supper. All hearts flowed to- 
gether into one. i 

The church now numbers six stations 
:as follows :— 


Place. Pastor. No. of Members. 
Brunswick Mr. Sandow . . 


[November, 
Breitenbach ....Mr. Behling.......... 32 
Frankfort ...... Mr. Spann ..........; 40 
Mr. Schmidt.........- 42 
Pelmuhr....... Mr. Krehmann........ 40 


Once in six months the members of all 
the stations meet together. We have 
as yet no church buildings, but meet 
in our own houses. We shall do better 
when the Lord wills. 

Five weeks ago I went to a dwelling 
house to preach, taking a few brethren 
with me. We had first an hour of 
prayer, begging the Lord to visit us, as 
he once visited Zaccheus. After prayer 
had been offered by three brethren, an 
awakened sinner began to tremble and 
to cry aloud, so as almost to drown the 
singing of the hymn. All the brethren 
were moved and entreated the Lord for 
his deliverance.. Directly afterwards the 
owner of the house was similarly affect- 
ed, and soon they were both rejoicing in 
Christ. We advised these new born 
souls to be on their guard, commended 
them to the grace of God and left them. 
One of them I afterwards baptized ; the 
other went back to the world and to sin. 
The Lord have mercy on him and restore 
him. 


NATIVE SOCIETY IN BENGAL. 


What is the present condition of socie- 
ty among the various classes of Hindus? 
What are the influences that reign among 
them? How far has contact with Euro- 
pean ideas and civilization modified their 
social economy ? Has caste lost any of 
its power? Have its degrading distinc- 
tions and observances fallen into decay ? 
Do the superstitions of the ignorant still 
ride rough-shod over the convictions of 
the enlightened, or do the educated, as a 
rule, sway the illiterate masses? It is 
acknowledged on all hands that the pow- 
er of priestcraft is dying: is it also true 
that the traditionary rights and privileg- 
es, springing from it like branches from 
a parent stem, are becoming obsolete ? 

Questions such as these suggest, them- 
selves to every one interested in the well- 
being of the teeming millions of Bengal. 


| 
M 
iscellany. — Native 
f 
| 
q | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; q | 
| 
‘ 
| 
d 
4 
4 
Han 


1865. ] 


Bengal stands foremost among the prov- 
inces of India for its wealth, the exhaust- 

_ Jess fertility of its soil, and the natural 
intelligence of its children. It is also 
preéminent as the seat of our earliest ed- 
ucational and missionary efforts. It ought, 
therefore, to be the first to respond to the 
elevating and purifying influences that 
have been brought to bear on the minds 
and condition of its people. Has it be- 
guntodoso? And especially as respects 
missionary labor, whether educational or 
exclusively evangelistic, has the seed so 
faithfully and diligently sown for fifty 
years or more germinated? Is the field 
green with the young promise of harvest ? 
We know of churches that have been 
gathered in various spots; we know, too, 
of districts where the seed of the Word 
has found congenial soil; but what has 
been the general effect.on the structure 
of native society, of the Christian and 
educational influences abroad in the 
land ? 

It is impossible to speak of native soci- 
ety without taking into account that with- 
ering institution—caste. From the mouth 
of Brahma, the Supreme, came forth the 
brahmins, to whom Hinduism according- 
ly assigns the first rank. From his arms 
sprang the Khetriya, or warrior caste ; 
from his loins, the Vaisya, or trading 
caste ; and from his feet, the Shudras. 
These castes never commingle. The 
Shastras teach that all intermarriages are 
unnatural. We believe that God has 
made all nations of one blood, and are 
wont to trace the origin of the whole hu- 
man family to a common parentage ; to 
us, therefore, the Hindu classification 
seems unnatural. But in the belief of 
the Hindu, God made not one race, but 
four races; and any intermixture of 
blood is a foul crime against nature. 
What effect such a doctrine must have 
on the society that accepts it, may be 
conceived. In the sense in which we use 
the term, that of a grand unit, society is 
unknown among the Hindus. 

As there are four races as different from 
one another as is the genus cat from the 
genus dog, so there are four societies ; 
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not one society divided into four sections, 
but four societies radically and essential- 
ly different from one another. The Hin- 
dus, therefore, have no common sympa- 
thies except those of a religious kind. 
Each caste accepts the Divine origin of 
the others, and respects the limit imposed 
by the Shastras on its intercourse with 
them. Europeans and other nations are 
regarded as the offspring of the unnat- 
ural intermarriages of people of different 
castes. Brahmins, Khetriyas, Vaisyas 
and Shudras may, and do, form business 
relations with one another, and even 
friendships; but there is always a sharp 
and well-defined limit to the interchange 
of social amenities. They cannot enter- 
tain one another in their houses, or eat 
with one another; they belong to differ- 
ent orders of being, and the gulf between 
them cannot be bridged. The dying 
brahmin, friendless and succorless, may 
be longing for a cup of cokd water in his 
extremity; but should that water be 
brought to him by some pitying Shudra, 
he will turn away from it as a polluted 
thing, and rather accept death. A Shu- 
dra may eat food prepared by a brah- 
min}; because, coming from the hands of 
one to whom he has been taught to ren- 
der divine honor, it comes sanctified. 
But no brahmin dares to eat what a Shu- 
dra offers; it comes defiled. 

Caste has broken the bands of Hindu 
society; it is the axe which has been laid 
at the root of all community of feeling, 
and action, and aspiration ; and if God’s 
providence has brought us into close re- 
lation with the people among whom the 
system prevails, it is clearly the Divine 
intention that we should set ourselves to 
the discovery and application of those 
means by which alone the segregated 
elements may be re-fused into a social 
unit. Caste originated, not in any ne- 
cessity of the human constitution, but in 
a religion of carnal ordinances. From 
this religion the moral element is practi- 
cally banished. There are Shastras which 
contain wholesome -moral truths; but 
they are not regarded as having any 
bearing on the soul's w | The dis- 
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cipline of the heart does not enter into 
the scope of Hinduism. It exacts no 

“moral obedience, and contemplates no 
moral reformation. To keep his caste in- 
violate, to observe certain ceremonies, 
to propitiate the gods with offerings, and 
submit unmurmuringly to the yoke of 
the brahmin Thakur, is the whole duty 
of the Hindu. He knows of no authori- 
ty beyond that of the brahmin, who 
reads the Shastras for him, interprets the 
will of the gods, prescribes offerings, and 
imposes penances. Beyond this, he nei- 
ther thinks, nor hasa conscience. Ob- 
viously, the only way to perpetuate the 
distinctions of caste, was to ignore, and 
as far as possible to obliterate, the moral 
sense, and place a stern veto on indepen- 
dent thought and action. This Hindu- 
ism has succeeded in doing for long ages ; 
nor would its power even now have be- 
come impaired, were it not for the en- 
trance of a light which is fast dispelling 
the darkness of ignorance. Christianity, 
Western science and literature, and 
growing commercial interests, are the 
forces now arrayed against it; and the 
humiliations it has suffered within the 
last half century may be safely regarded 
as prognosticating the final issue of the 
contest. 

Caste is only a part of the larger sys- 
tem of Hindu idolatry ; and it would be 
strange if the truth, which has in the case 
of so many thousands of earnest converts, 
broken the power of idolatry, had not, to 
even a greater extent, loosened the hold 
of caste. A battery brought to bear on 
an enemy’s stronghold may make a 
breach only in one spot; but the cease- 
less cannonading may have had the ef- 
fect of so shaking the walls of the forti- 
fication as to render them, thenceforward, 
useless for purposes of defence. In like 
manner, the damage which Christianity 
and education have done to the ramparts 

of Hinduism is not to be regarded as 
_ only co-extensive with the,breaches that 
have ‘been made. These forces have 
shaken the whole fabric,—a fact which 
its defenders are foremost to acknowledge. 
Superstition cannot flourish in the light 
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of knowledge, and it may be readily con- 
ceived how the enlightenment that is fast 
becoming general among the upper 
classes should lead to the total rejection 
of the Shastras. : 

But while this revolution has been go- 
ing on among the higher orders of the 
people, the lower grades of society have 
had their faith in Hinduism greatly shak- 
en by missionary preaching and the cir- 
culation of the written Word. This is 
evident, as well from the declining inter- 
est in the great annual festivals, and the 
complaints of the brahmins that the 
gifts of the people and their reverence 
for the gods are not what they used to 
be, as from the kind of reception now ac- 
corded to the messengers of the truth. 
There was a time, well-remembered by 
some of the missionaries still in the field, 
when the preacher of the gospel met 
with the bitterest opposition and con- 
tumely in town and village, market-place 
and river-side, whenever he opened his 
mouth to speak of the great salvation. 
But since then the conduct of the people 
has greatly changed. Not only is the 
message of life listened to with respect 
and candor, but everywhere the confes- 
sion is met with, that Christianity must 
at no distant day take the place of the 
effete system of Hinduism. “If we do 
not become Christians,” say the people, 
“our children will.” Personally, they 
may dislike the doctrines of Christianity ; 
they may never have given any atten- 
tion to them ; but they have been specta- 
tors of the conflict with Hinduism, and 
have drawn their own conclusions. The 
zeal with which they would, under other 
circumstances, have risen up for the de- 
fence of their ancient faith, is overborne 
by the conviction that the Nazarene 
must conquer, and that opposition is vain. 
They have ceased to hope for Hinduism, 
and have no heart to defend it. 

It will be observed, then, that both the 
upper and lower orders are agreed in re- 
signing Hinduism to defeat and destruc- 
tion. Itis treated like a patient on whom 
the physician has pronounced sentence of 
death, who continues to be ministered to 
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patiently, decorously, and perhaps lov- 
ingly, but hopelessly withal. Christiani- 
ty has forced on all sections of Hindu 
society a remarkable unanimity of senti- 
ment as to the fate of Hinduism, and 
co-extensive with the growth of this senti- 
ment is the persuasion that caste has re- 
ceived its death-blow. Its laws and dis- 
tinctions have begun to be contemptuous- 
ly trodden under foot by the enlightened. 
Among the Brahmists and others who 
have forsaken the superstitions of their 
fathers, brahmins and Shudras may often 
be found eating together, and none of 
these Reformers, as they love to be called, 
are greater admirers of beefsteaks than 
the Koolin brahmins. The orthodox 
Hindus hear of these proceedings, and 
stand aghast. They want to know what 
emboldens these men to despise restraints 
which their fathers have submitted to for 
ages.. The flesh-eating movement, if we 
may be allowed so to designate it, began 
in Calcutta, and was at first confined toa 
hardened few who, having once acquired 
a taste for English food, were unwilling 
to return to the rice-pots of their fathers ; 
but since then it has extended to the 
Mofussil. Englishmen, Mohammedans, 
and Hindus, have sat down to table to- 
gether at the invitation, mayhap, of some 
wealthy Mohammedan gentleman, and 
the restrictions of caste have been laugh- 
ed to scorn. 

Nor is it an unimportant sign of the 
times that native editors lose no oppor- 
tunity to urge upon the government the 
suppression of the nameless indecencies 
that have, from time immemorial, been 
associated with the religious demonstra- 
tions of the people. The exploits of 
their gods and goddesses form the staple 
of their religious teaching; and, with the 
impure element eliminated from these 
exploits, they would have neither point 
nor interest. To declare open war, 
therefore, against the indecencies of the 
Hindu festivals, is to assail the very foun- 
dations of Hinduism; and yet this is the 
very thing that the enlightened and 
thoughtful of the people have committed 
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themselves to do, and they are seeking to 
make the government do its duty. 

It ought, perhaps, to be explained, that 
some years ago the Indian legislature” 
passed a law—mainly at the instigation 
of the Rev. Mr. Long, a missionary who 
had kept himself better informed than 
even the government on the character 
of the literature constantly issuing from 
the native press—for the suppression of 
indecent books and pictures. Since then 
the Indian Penal Code has provided for 
the same thing, but it expressly exempts 
from this prohibition the vile representa- 
tions to be found in Hindu temples, and 
on the cars in which Hindu gods are tak- 
en about on festiyal occasions. These 
temples and cars abound with the very 
exhibitions which the law is designed to 
forbid; but they are exempted from its 
action in virtue of the religious-neutrali- 
ty policy of the government. But be 
this as it may, it is a noteworthy fact 
that the tide of native opinion, that is, 
the opinion of all who have been brought 
within the reach of Christianity, and 
have learned to admire its standard of 
moral purity, has set in against the so- 
called decorations of car and temple, and 
promises tosting the government into ac- 
tion. 

We remember being struck, not long 
ago, by an article in a vernacular organ, 
in which the editor, a Hindu, commented 
most severely on the pictures and images 
that pollute the temples of worship. He 
regarded them as an offence against pub- 
lic morality, and boldly charged the gov- 
ernment with neglect of duty in tolerat- 
ing them. He went on to divide Hindu 
society into four classes, with a view to 
show that the taste for these indecencies 
was confined to one section of the com- 
munity whose proclivities ought to be 
subordinated to the sentiments of the 
greater number. In the first class he 
placed the Reform party; that is, the 
men whose minds have been enlightened 
by education, and who view the licen- 
tious entertainment common among the 
people with disgust. In the second class 
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he put the holy brahmins and pundits, 
who, though regarding these immoralities 
with displeasure, have not the courage to 
stem the evil tide. The untaught third 
class, the middle class of society, he look- 
ed upon as the chief patrons of immoral- 
ity, whether in the shape of books and 
pictures, or dramatic representations and 
songs. And in the fourth class he placed 
the rude and ignorant chasas or ryots of 
the Mofussil; men who care for nothing 
beyond their fields and their fishing, and 
take no interest in the excitements of the 
middle class. 

Does not the fact that Hindu editors 
are waging war against the immoralities of 
their own religion show that there are in- 
fluences at work breaking up the old 
framework of society, and reconstructing 
it on a purer and healthier basis? Con- 

sider thiseditor’sclassification. He places 

in the first rank not the brahmin gods, 
whose curse is perdition, and whose bless- 
ing is heaven, but the Reform party. 
We have here a recognition of moral 
power, in preference to the claim of the 
the twice-born brahmin. And who con- 
stitutes the Reform party? Brahmins, 
Kayusts, Shudras,—all ranks and castes 
of Hindus,—all who have enriched them- 
selves with a liberal education, and are 
busy debating the claims of* Christian- 
ity. The old landmarks are being oblit- 
erated, and a new social standard has 
been set up. 

. Take another instance of the way in 
which the sacred rights and privileges of 
caste are beginning to be challenged. 
The enlightened classes, that is, the edu- 
cated men of all castes, sent up a peti- 
tion to the government last year, praying 
for the interdiction of Hindu polygamy. 
In this petition the following passage oc- 

_ curs :—tYour memorialists are convinced 
that the general spread of education 
among the leading classes of Hindu so- 
ciety, those classes, in fact, which direct 
the movement, and give authority to 
the decisions of the national mind, and 
the healthier tone than before of public 
morality, induced by a constant and ben- 
eficial observance of British institutions, 
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have sensibly cleared the way for the 
overthrow of social habits which only a 
pernicious artificial influence hitherto 
rendered popular.” A little further on 
the memorialists add: ‘‘The supporters 
of the usage, belonging as they do to the 
least educated class, and guided by a 
manifest motive of self-interest, are ina 
most contemptible and scarcely note- 
worthy minority. Many of them even 
bitterly complain of their fate after they 
have proceeded too far to retreat, and 
when it is impossible for them to cancel 
their luckless marriages. If passion or 
avarice did not blind him to the percep- 
tion of reason, the polygamist would 
himself be the foremost opponent of a 
right which enables him to sow the most 
violent contention and deadly hate in 
his family.” 

The memorial is remarkable not simply 
as seeking the overthrow of a time-hon- 
ored institution, but also as showing the 
growing tendency to break up the ancient 
caste-leavened constitution of society, 
and redrganize it on a more expansive 
basis. To recognize this tendency, it is 
not necessary that we should accept the 
representations of the memorialists as 
being altogether true. Whatever the fu- 
ture triumphs of education may be, asa 
present fact, the educated are not numer- 
ous enough “to direct the movement and 
give authority to the decisions of the 
national mind.” Though ambitious to be 
regarded as the “Reform party,” and, in- 
deed, in some degree, meriting the des- 
ignation, they nevertheless still lack some 
of the essential ingredients of true re- 
formers. Nor -is it true that “the sup- 
porters of the usage (polygamy) belong 
to the least educated class,” or that they 
are “in a most contemptible and scarcely 
noteworthy minority.” Polygamy is the 
privilege and practice of Koolin brah- 
minism, and there are at least as many 
Koolin brahmins as Hindus of inferior 
castes in the ranks of the educated. In- 
deed, we are prepared to hazard the 
statement that not a few of the memori- 
alists themselves are polygamists. Though 
the educated are increasing in power and 
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importance, they have not yet placed or- 
thodox Hinduism in a minority; for, had 
they done so, they would have delivered 
not only others but themselves from the 
bondage of idolatrous observances. As 
it is, there are many things which they 
would do but cannot, because they them- 
selves are in the minority ; for, knowing 
that an idol is nothing in the world, and 
openly uttering their contempt for the 
gods, are they not still constrained to 
give them reverence ? 

But, as we have said, the mis-statements 
on the face of the memorial do not im- 
pair its testimony to the tendency, in it- 
self a remarkable feature of the day, to 
overlook the ancient and stereotyped 
distinctions of society for the sake of 
those that are more consonant with rea- 
son and advancing enlightenment. 

The history of the widow-marriage 
question also illustrates the manner in 
which the moral influences abroad in the 
land are undermining the old constitu- 
tion of native society. The credit of the 
movement belongs in measure, though 
not altogether, to the Reform party. 
The reader is no doubt aware, that ac- 
cording to Hindu usage, if not law, no 
girl once widowed is suffered to marry 
again. The law has borne with cruel 
force on the tens of thousands of helpless 
girls, some of them scarcely out of baby- 
hood, that are condemned to live blight- 
ed lives, and either submit to untimely 
death or swell the ranks of prostitution. 
The Indian legislature was persuaded, 
some years ago, to pass an act legalizing 
widow-marriages, in the hope that the 
protection thus offered would be the 
means of redeeming widowhood from 
its humiliation and disgrace. Under the 
protecting wgis of this act, a score or 
more of widows have been married; but 
the tide of public opinion is still strongly 
opposed to the innovation, and the Re- 

form party are staggered by it. They 
however keep up a ceaseless agitation on 
the subject, and by learned dissertations 
abounding in quotations from the Shas- 
tras, by newspaper articles, by songs, and 


Books in China. 419 
the tide of public sympathy in their fa- 
vor. The agitation thus persistently 
kept up proves that they have not lost 
faith in their cause, or in the power of 
moral truth. It also demonstrates the 
reality of the revolution that is overtaking 
Hindu society. 
The movement in favor of female ed- 
ucation is one of the signs of the times, 
and must take an important share in the 
revolution that is overtaking native soci- 
ety. But the subject is too large to be 
treated now: we hope to give it a separ- 
ate consideration. It has been our de- 
sign to show how the power of brahmin- 
ism is decaying ; and we have fixed upon 
this feature of the Hindu system, because 
it is the pivot on which the whole reli- 
gious and social machinery turns. The 
people are held to their idols, not from an 
independent conviction that they be 
true gods that are so called, but because 
the brahmins say they are. It is the 
brahmins who, for their own purposes, 
keep alive the superstitious beliefs and 
fears of the masses; the gods are only 
puppets in their hands. Let the spell of 
brahminism be broken, and the entire 
array of three hundred and thirty mil- 
lions of deities will vanish away, and, 
“Like the baseless fabric of a vision, 
Leave not a wreck behind.” 

T have, in this paper, sought to show 
the direction which the new and living 
influences brought to bear on the stag- 
nant mass of Hinduism are taking. I 
have yet to show why the reformation 
thus begun is not making all the progress 
which we think we have reason to ex- 
pect. I have shown what the Reform 
party have done; I have yet to show 
what they have failed to do,and why. I 
hope thus to be able to kindle in the 
minds of my readers a strong interest in 
the triumph of truth in Bengal.—Chris- 
tian Work. 


DESIRE FOR BOOKS IN CHINA. 
In a country so large and populous 


as China, there are multitudes who are 


by dramas of varied merit, seek to turn 


utter strangers to the art of reading, or 


who have advanced little beyond the 
first rudiments of learning. The higher 
and well-to-do classes of the male sex 
enjoy, indeed, the advantages of scho- 
lastic training ; and, under what is called 


the competitive system, a powerful stim-. 


ulus has been given to education among 
those classes. But, although there is 
much to approve in the moral precepts of 
the great Chinese sage Confucius, and a 
knowledge of many useful arts has been 
widely scattered throughout the empire, 
it must be borne in mind that China has 
for ages been sunk in profound heathenism. 

It is only, therefore, ina few of the prin- 
cipal cities and towns where the precious 
gospel has of late years been proclaimed 
by the missionaries, that true knowledge, 
the knowledge of Christ and his great 
salvation, together with a glimmering of 
_ the science and learning of Europe, has 
begun to penetrate. 

But, while a few rays only of that true 
knowledge have yet reached the interior 
of the Flowery Land, it is most encour- 
aging to find that considerable numbers 
of the people are not only able to read 
in their own tongue the books distributed 
by the missionaries, but that they evince 
an extraordinary eagerness to obtain 
them. 

As an instructive specimen, we pre- 
sent our readers with an extract from 
the journal of the Rev. Jonathan Lees, 
who (in company with an invalid friend, 
the Rev. W. N. Hall) undertook, in the 
spring of 1864, a missionary tour from 
his station at Tien-tsin to Pau-ting-fu, the 
capital of the province of Peche-li:— 

“Six miles farther on,” writes Mr Lees, 
“we came to the central and largest 
place in this fenny region. This is Sheng- 
fang, where also the people spoke of its 
being the first time that they had heard 
the ‘strange foreign doctrine.’ It is a 
considerable town. Being surrounded 
on three sides by the streams, it has a 
water-front about two miles in length. 
The population is probably over 40,000. 
There are some very good houses, there 
being many respectable residents, retired 
tradesmen and others. A large temple 
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stands near, at which a great festival is 
held in the fifth month, when the popula. 
tion for miles round crowd into the town, 

“Our boat was hardly anchored before 
a scene began which was new in our ex- 
perience. It was not without difficulty 
that Chang and I got ashore. We were 
at once besieged for the books we car- 
ried. Making our way across the bridge, 
I pushed into a temple yard; but the 
crush was so great, that I had to ask a 
man to guide us to some larger space, 
He found us a capital stand, and made 
himself very useful. I told them the 
story of Jesus raising the widow’s son. 
There is a wonderful power in these 
Bible stories.’ Latterly I have been 
much struck with this. One may preach 
away most earnestly and plainly, illus- 
trating as best we can, and all in vain; 
but the moment some incident from the 
gospels is told, and the lessons taught by 
it naturally drawn, every eye is fixed; 
and one is led to ask whether the Divine 
Spirit does not specially honor the gos- 
pels for the salvation of men. 

“Tt was so at T’aitet, where the tale of 
the leper had induced many to listen pa- 
tiently while told of their own disease 
and its cure; and now I found it so again 
at Sheng-fang. A minute before Chang- 
sein-seng had tried in vain to get a hear- 
ing; a few listened, the mass were talk- 
ing noisily, while some walked off. But 
the poor faces brightened when told of 
Christ’s mercy to them. For nearly 
half-an-hour I had as quiet an audience 
as man could wish. 

“Preaching over, we asked for the 
reading men in order to give our books. 
Fora moment all went well; but soon 
the eagerness of the people broke all 
bounds, and I found it needful to an- 
nounce that we would give no more; 
they must buy. At once fifty hands 
were outstretched; and for fear lest oth- 
ers should forestall them, there was a 
rush forward on the part of each to 
snatch them from us. Again and again 
we implored them to be patient. More 
than once, by main force, I pushed back 
those who crowded up the temple steps. 
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Alltono purpose. There was nothing for 
us but to beat a retreat. We made for 
our boat; but not to rest. The people, 
young and old, followed us; and for up- 
wards of three hours, there was a scene 
of the most exciting interest. Over a 
thousand must have visited us. Kept 
constantly supplied with books by Mr. 
Hall, who most of the time remained in- 
side, out of the turmoil, and with the 
boatmen and others trying to keep order, 
it was still more than I could do to sup- 
ply the demand. Many a time, in sheer 
self defence, I had to clear the boat; for 
they swarmed upon it like bees, and 
some poor lads got ducked repeatedly ; 
but, nothing daunted, their cash was the 
next minute once more presented, and 
they got one book only to return the suc- 
ceeding minute for another. The men 
on shore, except when they wished a 
forty-cash Testament, trusted all to these 
nimble messengers. Soon the bank pre- 
sented an extraordinary appearance. It 
was a gradual slope of considerable 
height, and crowded from top to bottom 
with natives. I was too busy to notice 
much, but Hall speaks of it as the most 
wonderful thing he has seen in China. 
Many were supplied with books; and 
these were being opened and read with 
eager curiosity. Numbers more were, 
with outstretched hands, demanding the 
coveted treasure. The perspiration ran 
down my face. I begged for rest. They 
crowded round the open window. I ex- 
postulated, got angry. No; books they 
wanted, and books they would have. We 
resolved to drop down the river. As we 
took up the anchor, half a dozen fell into 
the water. No matter, they followed us 
down the bank. We crossed, and shut 
up shop for awhile, leaving Chang to 
preach while we had aquiet stroll. They 
pressed us with questions and entreaties 
for books. : 

We soon found there was no rest for 
us at Sheng-fang. It was close on seven 
o'clock, and I was worn out. I began to 
fear, too, that the excitement would be 
too much for brother Hall. So we re- 
solved to go. Before leaving, however, 


Miscellany. — “Mighty in the Scriptures.” 


421 


I mounted a high grave-mound, and 
preached again. There must have been 
five hundred present. They were as at- 
tentive as before. We now said ‘Good- 
bye.” When a mile from the town, 


‘scores still lined the bank, crying, ‘Don’t 


go, don’t go! let me have one book! 
See, here is money: only one!’ We 
thought to supply just these, and pass on. 
No sooner had we pulled to one bank 
than those on the opposite one pulled off 
their clothes, and holding them upon 
their heads with one hand, while the oth- 
er contained their money, plunged into 
the water towards us. As soon as it was 
known we had stopped, the stream again 
began to pour from the town. We once 
more pulled up anchor; but some poor 
fellows followed the boat for two miles, 
until their pleadings proved successful. 
Being told that the stream we were upon 
became, a little further on, too shallow 
for boats, there was no plan but to re- 
turn on our course to T’aitei and take 
another.”—Juv. Mis. Mag. 


“MIGHTY IN THE SCRIPTURES.” 


Having preached occasionally in the 
village of Overton, in Hampshire, I was 
informed of a poor cripple who lived 
there, of the name of William Church- 
man, remarkable for his knowledge of 
the Scriptures, who did not appear to 
have read any book but the Bible, nor 
conversed with religious people of any 
denomination, nor to have attended any 
public worship. My curiosity was much 
excited by this account, and I formed an 
instant determination to visit him on the 
evening of the following Sabbath. As I 
approached his cottage, its exterior gave 
me at once an idea of the wretched pov- 
erty of the inhabitant ; the roof decayed, 
the windows, of which there were two, 
with scarcely one unbroken pane, were 
stopped with straw, hay, and many-col- 
ored rags. The shattered door was 
open. On entering I beheld, seated on 
a little stool, (which, with a broken chair 
and an old oaken table, composed the 
whole furniture of the miserable hovel) 
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an object, whose appearance was ex- 
pressive of greater wretchedness than 
even that of the habitation itself. His 
countenance appeared to be that of a 
man about thirty years old, pale and squal- 
id; his head, of an immoderate size, form- 
ed a shocking contrast to his withered 
limbs, which were not larger than those 
of a child of ten years old, distorted and 
- deformed by several curvatures, both in 
the legs and spine. He was reading 
when I went in; and designing to con- 
ceal my errand, I accosted him with a 
very careless air, “William, how do you 
do? What book is that you are read- 
ing?” He raised his head to look at me, 
and replied, with a look and tone of se- 
riousness and affection, which instantly re- 
moved all those unpleasant sensations his 
appearance had excited, “The New Tes- 
' tament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” “Ha!” said I, “I have heard you 
religious people say that a great deal of 
good may be got from that book, perhaps 
you can tell me if it be so; for I am sure 
I am bad enough, and if it will make me 
better, I'll read it too.” 

He replied very gravely, “If the same 
Spirit who moved holy men of old to 
write it, open your heart to understand 
it, then it will do you good; but not else, 
for ‘the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” “But,” rejoined’, still affecting 
ignorance of his meaning, “how came 
you then to understand them? Surely 
you cannot be alearnedman? Eyeing 
me with a solemn and piercing attention, 
he said, ‘Sir, I don’t know you, nor do I 
know why you came here; but this I 
know, that I am commanded by this book 
to be ready to give to every man that 
asketh a reason of the hope that is in me ; 
and I pray God, that I may be enabled 
to do it with meekness and fear ; you see, 
sir, what a cripple I am, but you do not 
know what a sinner I am.” 

“You asinner,” exclaimed 1; “how can 
that be? You are not able to get about 
to drink, game, dance and carouse as the 
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rest of us can; how, then, in the name of 
wonder, is it possible that you should be 
asinner ?” “True,” said he, “I could not; 
but yet I am one of the very vilest of sin- 
ners, for I believe no son of Adam ever 
sinned in the way I have done; for I 
thought because God Almighty had made 
me such a poor lame cripple, and punish- 
ed me so much, I supposed for nothing, 
that therefore I might take the liberty to 
sin without fear; for I thought He would 
never be so hard as to punish me here 
and hereafter too: so that because that 
was the sin I could most easily indulge, 
I delighted to curse and swear, and I am 
sure I made such new oaths and curses, 
that even if you have been used to swear 
yourself, they would make you tremble 
tohear them. However, blessed be God, 
who during a sickness awakened me in 
the prospect of death, and made me mis- 
erable,” (for he then knew no other way 
to heaven than by his own works.) 

“Dear me,” interrupted I, “what other 
way can there be than doing all the good 
we can, in order to gain the favor of God 
Almighty?” He answered, “By the 
deeds of the law shall no flesh living be 
justified, for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin; not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to 
his mercy He saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost. But,” continued he, “in this dis- 
tress I tried to pray; but of all the 
prayers you ever read or heard, I believe 
you never heard any like it. I said, 
‘Lord, I am a poor sinner that never did 
any good in my life, and now I am afraid 
I must die and go to hell; but, O Lord, 
if thou canst save me, pray do, though I 
do not know how it can be. O try me 
once more, and I will be better than 
David: he prayed seven times a day, but 
I will pray eight times, and read twelve 
chapters.’ Bat by praying, I only meant 
reading eight Collects out of my mother’s 
prayer-book.” “Well,” interrupted I 
again, “what can be better praying than 
reading those excellent Collects ?” 

“Ah, sir,” said he, very earnestly, “you 
might read all the prayers over that ever 
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were made by man ; you might make very 
good prayers for yourself, or if you were 
a bishop, or some such great man, you 
might make prayers for other people, and 
yet never pray yourself in your life.” 

“Well,” said I, “this is very strange ; 
what is praying then ?” 

He replied, “Praying is telling the 
great God what we feel that we want of 
Him.” 

Returning to his story, he said he got 
something better, and set about his task, 
but soon found he did not pray. “But 
blessed be God,” said he, “although I 
left off performing my task, He did not 
suffer me to leave off reading the Testa- 
ment; though the more I read the worse 
I was, for I read it all through, and all 
seemed to condemn me. Now I can see 
in it exceeding great and precious 
promises, but I could not see any of them 
then. I could only attend to such awful 
words as these: ‘Ye serpents, ye genera- 
tion of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell? where the worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.’ 
' Yet I began to read the Testament over 
again, and when I came the second time 
to the blessed first chapter of the first 
epistle of John, and read these precious 
words, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin,’ I felt that 
precious blood relieve my wounded con- 
science, and I seemed to myself as if I 
was in a new world. I could now repent, 
T could believe, I could love God, and if 
T had had a thousand lives I could have 
laid them all down for Christ.” 

“These are wonderful things,” said I, 

“that you tell me ; but what was the rea- 
son why God showed them to’ you ? Was 
it because you were earnest in reading 
the Testament ?” 
He replied, with inexpressible ener- 
gy, “Who hath saved us, and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his purpose and 
grace, given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began ?” 

“What,” exclaimed I, “can you make 
me believe that the great God ever 
thought anything about such a poor, in- 
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significant, crippled man as you are, be- 
fore he made the world ?” 

“Yes,” said he; “else why is it said, 
‘chosen in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy, and 
without blame before Him in love ?’” 

“Surely,” said I, “you have never 
sinned since that time ?” 

He replied, “In many things we offend 
all; if we say we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us.” 

“But,” said I, “if you should sin so 
much as to go to hell after all this, you 
had better remained as ignorant as I am.” 


He replied, “Being confident that He 

who hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ. My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me; and I 
give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall any pluck 
them out of my hand. Who Himself 
bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree.’”’ 
“Do I understand you rightly ? that it 
does not signify what sins you commit, or 
how you live, now Christ is become your 
Saviour ?” 

He replied, with a loud accent of ani- 
mated and holy indignation : “God for- 
bid! how shall we who are dead to sin 
live any longer therein ? for the love of 
Christ constraineth us, because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead; and that He died for all, that 
they which live should not any longer 
live unto themselves, but to Him that 
died for them and rose again.” 

Looking at me while he was thus 
speaking, he saw a rising tear which I 
could no longer suppress, and instantly 
cried out, “I am sure, sir, you are not 
what you seem. I adjure you to tell me 
what you are, and why you came to see 
me ?” 

“My dear Christian brother,” said I, 
“it is true, as you say, am not what I 
seem ; I am a poor sinner, who, like you, 
have been led by the Holy Spirit to trust 
in that Jesus who died for the ungodly.” 
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After a short pause he said: “I have 
heard one of the neighbors say there isa 
strange kind of man who comes some- 
times to David Trueman’s ‘house, and 
that folks call him a metridate, or some 
such name; are not you the man ?” 


“Yes, my dear friend, I am the man. 
I have just been telling your poor neigh- 
bors that the wages of sin is death, but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord.” 

Never shall I forget his look or his ac- 
tion. Rising hastily from his seat, and 
grasping one of my hands in both of his, 
he instantly dropped on his knees, and 
lifting up his eyes, beaming with ecstacy, 
he cried aloud: “O my God,I thank 
thee, thou has not only answered but ex- 
ceeded my request! I prayed that I 
might see and converse with one of thy 
people before I died, and lo ! thou hast sent 
me one of the ministers of Jesus. And 
now, my dear sir,” added he, “you must 
tell what you said to the people on that 
sweet verse, for I never heard a gospel 
sermon in my life.” 

I complied. When I had ended— 
“You know not,” said he, “how you came 
to preach at Overton, but I can tell you. 
Ever since I have been new-born, I have 
daily prayed to my heavenly Father, that 
if there was any minister of Christ in 
England, which I thought there must be 
somewhere, because the Bible was here, 
he would send one to teach my poor blind 
neighbors, and He has sent. you; and I 
doubt not but God will make you useful 
to them.” 

I was desirous of knowing whether he 
had, from searching the Scriptures, ob- 
tained any distinct views of the nature of 
Christ’s kingdom on earth ; and whether, 
as he conceived himself at a remote dis- 
tance from any of Christ’s disciples, he 
had turned his attention to the order and 
government of his church. To my in- 
quiries I received with surprise the an- 
swers which follow. 

“How many churches do you appre- 
hend God may have in the world ?” 

“One only,” was his reply. 

“What church is that ?” 


Miscellany, — “Mighty in the Scriptures.” 
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“The general assembly and church of 
the first-born, which is written in heay- 
en.” 

“What, then, was the church of the 
Jews ?” 

“The shadow of good things to come, 
but the body is of Christ.” 

“How are these visible to the world ?” 

“By their fruits ye shall know them.” 

“Yes, as individuals, but how shall 
they be visible as a church ?” 

“Where but two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in: the 
midst of them.” 

“That may be in many places at once ; 
but are they not called churches, why is 
this ?” 

“Because each is like the whole 
church, as Paul says, ‘In whom ye also 
are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit.’” 

“How do any uaite with such a 
church ?” 

“They first give themselves to the 
Lord, and to us according to the will of 
God.” 

“What officers are there in the church 
of Christ ?” 

“Bishops and deacons.” 

“What is the office of a bishop ?” 

“To feed the flock of God, over which 
the Holy Ghost hath made him overseer.” 

“What is the deacon’s office ?” 

“To serve tables.” 

“Were those offices appointed for en- 
riching or advancing the persons hold- 
ing them ?” 

“Ourselves, your servants, for Jesus’ 
sake. Not for filthy lucre’s sake ; not as 
lords over Gott s heritage, but as helpers 
of your joy.” 

“Who are to act in choosing these offi- 
cers ?” 

‘‘Wherefore look out from among your- 
selves seven men of good report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith, whom we 
may appoint over this business.” 

“But if wicked men creep into the 
church, how are they to be dealt with 
when they are discovered ?” 

“Put away from among yourselves that 
wicked person.” 
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Donations. 


“But if they repent afterwards ?” 
“What shall the receiving of them be 
but life from the dead ?” 

“Does the power of kings and rulers 
relate to our bodies or our consciences ?” 

“Render unto Cwsar the things that 
are Cwsar’s; but unto God the things 
that are God's.” 

I was surprised at his ideas on this sub- 
ject, and could ask him no more ques- 
tions. 

This extraordinary man is since dead. 
Let us learn from this account of him 
how indispensably necessary is the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit for aright and 
saving knowledge of the Scriptures ; and 
may we never open the sacred volume 
without lifting up the heart in prayer for 
Divine teaching. “Lord, open thou my 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law!” —Ev. Mag. 


BUDDHIST DISCUSSION IN CEYLON. 

A great discussion has been going on 
at Baddegane, a station of the Charch 
Mission near Galle, between fifty Buddh- 
ist priests and six English missionaries. 
Not less than two thousand Buddhists 
were present on the first day of the dis- 
cussion. The priests, sure of triumph, 
decline to allow the missionaries to rest 
even on Saturday, so as to prepare for 
their Sunday duties. The Columbia Ob- 
server represents the excitement as in- 
tense and increasing. The contest is con- 
ducted by writings alone. It must be 
productive of great good. We should 
have thought Buddhism the last creed 
that would be roused from its self-relig- 
ious apathy to defend itself or attack 
others.—For Miss. 


ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF 
MISSIONARIES. 


- Mrs. Ingalls, of the Rangoon Mission, 
arrived in this country for a temporary 


sojourn, Sept. 11. 
Rev. N. Harris, formerly of the Shway- 


Hancock Asso., Heard Lord tr., 
Saco River Asso., B. Seavey tr., 
Bowdoinham Asso., Wayne, ch. 


gyeen Mission, and Rev. Edward O. and 


Mrs. Stevens, appdinted inissionaries to 
Burmabh, sailed from Boston, Oct. 5. 


DONATIONS. 
Recetvep 1n Serremper, 
Maine. 


Auburn, Spring st. ch, 


Warren, Ladies’ Bap. 
son tr. u 

Rev. Charles H. 


tr., 35; Cale 3.77 is 
f. Sab sob. 28.77; Hallowell, 


13; Litchfield Mrs. H. Dennis 
1; ‘Oregon, Mrs. 8. A. Farn- 
_ 5; Greene, ch. and soc. 12- 

; Fayette, Fem. Miss. Soc. 
Fem. Miss. Soc. 
11; Livermore Falls, ch. 3.44; 
coll. at Same 16.49; J. E. 


ch. 15.55; OME Pick- 
ard 2; Kenduskeag, ch., of 
wh. 3 is fr. L. Everett, 9; Ban- 

, 2nd ch., of wh. 40.47 is 

‘Sab. sch., 89.47; Corinth, 
ch., 3 members 4.50; Stetson, 
ch.” 6; Charleston, ch., of w' 
3 is fr. D. Herrick, 


ton and vicinity 
p va and vicinity 5. 60; coll. at 


20.08; J. C. White tr. 249.53 
a fr. the est. of Geo. "HL. 


Mower, per Hiram 
Dover and Foxcroft, ch. 


New Hampshire. 


Lebanon, ch., tow: of Mo 


incaid, Prome, 
lst 20 


Dublin in Joseph Foster tr., 
Vermont. 


West Dummerston, ch. 7; Plain- 


of nat. pr care, Rev 


tow, sup of nat care Rev. 
B. C. Thomas, Hen 
5; Rutland 


340. 
(23. 


Mes “Nich N 
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50 
39.25 


76.35 
15.00 
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= 
aylor 1; t Waters, 
2; Waterville, ch. 45; Limer- 
ick, ch. 3; Eastport, ch. and a 
soc. 36; Thomaston, Ladies’ 4 
Penobscot Asso., Bradford, 
| 
Soc. 25; Enfield, ch. 7.08; 
1131.63 
43.50 


Massachusetts. 


Westboro’, Mrs. Zebina Gleason 
5; Newton, students of Theol. 
Sem. 2.50; ; Weston, Mrs. Mary 
Sibley 1; Ware, 3 fr. Mrs. John 
Pepper, and 2 fr a friend, 5; 

Boston South Asso., Needham. 
ch., Dea. Burnham tr., mon. 
con. 10. 75; Holliston, ch. 7.50; 
Foxboro’, "ch. 53 

Taunton Asso., Nee Bedford, 
Ast ch., Luther G. Hewins tr., 
mon. con. 

Wachusett Asso., 
ch. 9; Sterling, ch . 4; Barre, 
ch. 5; Clinton, ch. a Win- 
chendon, ch. 83; So. Gardner, 
ch. 16.93; Bolton, ch. 18. 25; 
Harvard, ch. 15; West Boyls- 
ton, ch. 14; L. H. Bradiord 
tr., to const. G. Q. A. Bryan 
and Joshua Thissell, H. L: M., * 905.18 

Lawrence, 1st ch., 


mah, A.C. 25.00 
Worcester Asso. Webster, ch., 

of wh. 18.04 is fr. Sab. 

tow. sup. of James Con- 

verse, teacher in Rev. L. Jew- 

ett’s sch., Nellore, India, Solo- 

mon Robinson tr. eg 
Asso., L. E. Page 


tr., 
Bhode Island. 


Providence, Jefferson st. ch., N. 
B. Schubarth tr., 


Connecticut. 


Wethersfield, Merit Butler and 
wife 200; Abigail Hurlburt 5; 
. Francis 


Newington, Lydia D 
/ New York. 


Betsey Pomeroy 
rev. donas. to const. 
. L. M., 75; Blossvale, J. O. 
8. 5; Auburn, Rev. Ira Ben- 
nett 5; Nicholville, ch., Royal 
Smith Pow of St. Lawrence 
Asso., 2; Yonkers, = 
H. L. White supt,, 25 dab 
ch. to const. Rev. Harv 
Stockton H. L. M., 102; 
Moreland, tow. ex ; 
Harris’ return, 12. ; Chester- 
town, Ann Woods 50 cts; 227.00 
St. Lawrence Asso., Ogdens- 


Dover Plains, 
40; Dover, 1st ch. 17.15; 

bait coll. at Asso. 781; 64.96 
yoy | Asso., Elbridge, ch. 
10.50; Syracuse, Gen. st. ch. 


tons. [November, 


Camillus, ch. 

Maniiun ch. 16; ldwing 

ville, ch. 28.77; coll. at Asso. 

32.47; 114.29 
Yates Asso., Branchport, ch. 4; 

M. B. Andras, 2.50; Italy Hol- 

low, ch. 7.08; Milo, Ist ch. 1; 

Qnd ch. 45.68 ; Penn Yan, ch. 

70; Prattsburgh, ch. 10; A. 

B. ‘Miner 5; co . at Asso. 40- 

60; 185.86 


cts.; Rev. I 1; 
Cato, ch. 2; Sennett, ch. 12.25; 
Montezuma, ch. 8; bi 
Throope 30, 
wi ; 
half coll. at hie. 27. 76; 57.51 
Cortland Asso., Dryden, ch. 5.83; 
Lansing and Groton 21. 50; 
Marathon Village, ch. 5; Mi- 
lan, ch. 1; Me rawville, ch. 
5; Groton, ch. 93.36; Homer, 
ch. 121.54; treasurer . 79; 261.02 
Union Asso., Carmel, ch., bal., 
85.50; Cross River, "ch. 21 95; 
Bed ord, ch., bal., 8.25; Patter- 
son, ch. 16.50; coll. at Asso. 


20.66 ; 1 
Oswego Asso. 
80; Os 
Hannibal ch. 19.95 


Steuben Asso., bien, ch. 79.83; 
Reading, ch. 4. ; Java, ch. 
6.80; ayne, ch. 19; Urban- 
na, ch. 10; Ar ch. 0; Bar- 
rington, ch. 21; Tyrone, ch. 
20; Cam bell and ath, ch. 3; 
Towlesvi le, ch. 1.75; Harvard, 
ch. 1.25; Warsaw, ch. 17.50; "194.33 
Oneida Asso., Vernon, ch. 17; 
Oneida, ch. 16.65; 
Hudson River South Asso., W. 
P. Groom, mon. sub., tow. sup. 
of M. J. Knowlton, Ningpo, 
China, 75; Sab. supply 10; 85.00 
Ontario ‘Aseo., 0.00 


13.95; North 

ch. 2.50; West Portland, 

ch. 8; Findleys Lake, ch. 3.88; 

sister Herrick 2.50; sister 

Hurlburt 5; coll. at Asso. 30- 
91; 183.99 

Ch River Fg Campbell 

in, . 21; 


31; 172.12 
Chenango Asso., Shelburne, ch. 
82.50; Guilford, 2nd ch., a sis- 
ter 10; Mrs. Esther Hendrick 
(deceased) 10; South Otseli 
ch. 3; Earlville, Almira Shel. 
80; New Berlin, So. 
New Berlin, ch. 9; oh 
1.25; Oxford, ch. 3; Oxford 
and Greene, ch. 4.75; Bap. 
0 Asso ngville, 
of wh. 10 is fr. M. Up- 
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— 420.96 
215.00 
rewsburgh, ch. 51; Portland, 
a [st ch. 11; Harmony, ch. 34- 
fa a 50; Harbor Creek, ch. 8.75; 
“4 
ei 3 -50; Elmira, Ist ch. 26.31; 
al si Sm burg, ch. 8.29; Mrs. Robinson Horse Heads, ch. 26; South- 
eg 50 cts.; Massena, ch. 2; Cha- ¢ port, ch. 15; coll. at Asso. — 
, ch. 5; Malone, ch. 
11.40; Mary Cook 1; Hoyai 
a Smith tr., 28.19 
—_ a Oneida Asso., A. Hubbell tr. 2.50 
Coll. per Rev. 0. Dodge, Dist. 
ec., 
ae Deposit Asso., Colesville, ch. 11; 
Boog Deposit, ch. 7; coll. at Asso., 
43.96 ; 61.96 
. 
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som, for Arracan Miss. and 
12.50 fr. Mrs. Abigail Hadley 


(deceased), 25.00 


—— 2028.87 
New Jersey. 
Passaic Co., a friend of missions, 
tow. sup. of nat. pre 
West N.J. Asso., Allowaystown, 
ch. 9.50; Cone May, Ist ch. 
12; Mullica Hil 
per Rev. James French, 


Ohio. 

McConneleville, ch. 16.63; Sab. 
sch. 13.99; indsor, ch. 9; 
Caldwell, ch. 6.75; Beverly, 
ch. 6.05; Miss Mary Conner 2; 
per Rev. J. R. Stone for 
Am. Bap. Pub. Soc., 54.42; 
Cleveland, Erie st. ch., A. J. 
Farrar tr., 30.21; Welsh Hills, 
ch., of wh. 10 is fr. the Juven- 
ile Soc., 20; Piqua, ch., of wh. 
14.50 is fr. D. Shepardson and 
family, to const. Mrs. E. S 
Shepardson H. L. M., 100; 

East Fork Asso. 

Mt. Vernon Asso., J. Q. Rhoads 


tr. 
Wills Creek Asso., pub. coll. 16; 


100.00 


individuals 6.50; 22.50 
Scioto Asso. 13.19 
Caesar's Creek Asso., Greenfield, 

ch., addl. 9.15; afriend 1; . 10.15 
Columbus Asso., James 

tr., 8.72 
Salem Asso., Tupper Plains, ch., 

T. Centiss Smith, M.D., for 

miss. in Rev. M. 

Osgood, Dist. Sec., 50.00 


Coll. per Rev. James French, 
Salem Asso., Racine, ch., 26.35; 
a 2nd ch. 6; coll. at Asso. 


Zoar Asso., coll. at Asso. 
—— Asso., Zanesville, 1st 


Straight Creek Asso., W. Union, 
ch., of wh. 1.90 is fr. Sab sch., 
6.40; Rev. D. Trickler 2; D. 
N. McBride 4.30; 


Pennsylvania. 
Coll. per Rev. James Fren 
Centre Asso., Milesburg, ch. 
wh. 2.10 is fr. Stewart Rich- 
ards, a little bo ‘ 17.45; Lock- 
rt, ch. 3.15; Unionville, ch., 


80; 

Beaver Asso., Mill Creek, ch. 1; 
New Castle, ch. 23.10; W. 
Greenville, ch., of wh. 34.40 is 
fr. Sab. sch., 62.10; Acher, ah. 


28.35; 

Monongahela Asso., Greensboro’, 
ch. 6.25; Goshen 15.25; Mt. 
Pleasant, ch. 5.15; Forks of 
Cheat, ch. 1.48; Pleasant Hill, 
ch. 4.15; Morgantown, ch., W. 
Va., 8; Hazel Run, ch., W. 
Va., 50 cts.; Little Kentuck, 
ch. 1.25; Western, a friend of 
missions 35; 

Ten Mile Asso., Bethlehem, of 
wh. 5 is fr. Sab. sch., 25; Beu- 
lah, of wh. 1.50 is fr. Sab. sch., 


50.35 
11.50 


11.70 
— 466.02 


Donations. 


falo, ch. 6; So. Ten Mile, ch. 

2.25; 63.30 

Clarion Asso., Red Bank, ch. 3- 

-16; Mahoning, ch. 10; Beu- 

lah, ch. 5; Shiloh, ch. 1.40; 

Union, ch. 2; Strattonville, ch. 

3; Warsaw, ch. 11; E. Maho- 

ning, ch. 5.80; Pine Flats, ch. 

1.50; Berean, ch. 2; Green- 

ville, ch. 5; Plumville, ch. 1- 

25; Brush Valley ch. 2.50; 

Punxatawney 11. 6; Soldiers’ 

Run, ch. 22.50; 87.27 

Bridgewater Asso., Dimock, ch. 
10.36: Rush, ch. 2; Gibson and 

Jackson, Rev. R. G. Lamb 3; 


Northumberland Asso., Selim 
Grove, ch. 15.50; Laport and 
Eglesmere, ch. 3; Bloomsburg, 
Sab. sch. 5.16; Danville, ch. 
2.35; Treverton, ch. 11.50; (50 
cts. counterfeit, ) 
French Creek Asso., Alleghan 
ch. 2.50; Meads "Corners, = 
e 4; g 
25 cts.; Rev. W. D. Bradf 


1; 

Tioga Asso., Bailey Creek, ch. 
2; Charleston, ch. 4.56; Cov- 
ington, ch. 3.50; Delmar, ch. 
5; Farmington, ch. 2.38; Mid- 
dlebury, ch. 2.48; E. Sullivan, 
ch. 2; Keeneysville, ch. 1.90; 
Sullivan State Road, ch. 10.18; 

Tioga 11; G. P. Watrous 10; 
Philadelphia Asso., Pennington- 
ville, ch. 5; Ridley, ch. 17.08; 
a poor woman 1; Broad street, 
ch., Sab. sch., for sup. of nat. 
Fr care of Dr. Kincaid, Prome, 
urmah, of wh. 1.52 is fr. 
Clara Thompson, for Bibles for 
said pr., 101.93; Mrs. C. A. L., 
Aug. offering, of wh. 10 is for 
nat. pr., care Rev. M. H. Bix- 
ty oungoo, Burmah, 30; 
iladelphia, Broad st. ch., of 
wh. 50 is fr. Thomas Adams, 


87.01 


55.00 


Jayne 
Mrs. 


ily, Dr. Eshelman, Mrs. Cor- 
nelius Jones, Mr. and Mrs. 
John Riter, Mrs. James Chaf- 
ae James Chaffee, S. H. 
Bell Jr., Benj. Fenimore, friend 
to the cause, Mrs. Altemus, 
Mrs. Wm. Stuard, Mr. Meloy, 


daughter, 3 ea. fr. Mrs. Cross- 


by and daughter, Orphelia Bar- 
ber, Mrs. Dr, Semple, 
Williams, Joseph Jones, Mr. 


Kerns, wife and daughter, and 


15; 8S. Whee 5; Pleasant 
Grove, ch. 5.05; 5; Buf- 


Miss M. Barnhurst, ea. fr. 
Sylvester Crossby, Mr. and 


| 
204.63 
12.38 
11.25 
45.90 
25.00 
and Mrs. Miller, John’ Mal- 
ford, and Mr. J. H. Mcllwain, F 
10 ea. fr: Mrs. Keen, Mrs. D. : 
| | Mr. Adam Steinmetz, 
D. Steinmetz, Mrs. E- 
Neal, Mr. John G. 
P. Robinson, Mr. Webb, Mr. 
and Mrs. Dickerman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Rohrman, Rev. James - 
French, and Mr. T. Tweedale, 
5 ea. fr. Mr. Levering and fam- 
| 
r. and Mrs. Hamilton, Mr. 
and Mrs. Deacon and Dr. C. M. 4 
Griffith, 4 fr. Mrs. Burke and : 


, Mr. and Mrs. Strawn, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. A. P 


vis, Mrs. Farmer and daugh- 
ter, Mr. and Mrs. Weater, 
Mrs. Bond and daughter, Hen- 
ry Mowrey and wife, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Green, 1 ea. fr. Mrs. 
oe Miss - Donald, Mrs. 
Miss Wal 

tens, Mrs. 

Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. 
Mrs. F. A. Grace, M. T. Fen- 
ton, Louisa Davis, A. Lancas- 
Mrs. Emma 
caster, N. . Gregory 
Mrs. Kate A. Roberts, Richard 


Mrs. Pettingill, 
Mrs Jans, Mary 
ones, Fann urley 
Miller, Mr. Mrs. 
om, Mr. Coxe , Mrs. Co 

iss H. 8 


M. Wal 
fine Mrs. Diary Hew. 


Emily Hewlins, Fann 
nest Ilwain, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ceole, Mrs. Turner, R. Math- 
“snd A. Matheys, 50 cts. 

fr. Mr. Kellings, Kate 
Fletcher, Mr. Merchant, Mrs. 
Matheys, Mrs. Matilda Wilson, 

inso r. 

Mr. Wisham, $9 cts. Anos 
Gardener fr. Mrs. 
(deceased), and 11.98 
coll. fr. mon. con. of prayer, 

Sept. offering, of w 
10 is be nat. pr., care of Mr. 
Bixby, Toungoo, B 

; 
North Philadelphia Asso., 
tol, ch. 8; Pequa, ch. 6; 
pe 


ba E. R. C. 3; Bloom- 
ington, Sarah E. Wilon, 15; 
8. M. Osgood, 


Bloomfield Asso. coll. 
per Rev. E Eliott, 


ch., Rev. J. B. Peat 
Fox ., Chicago, 


Asso., coll., in- 
cluding 1.50 f. a ch., name 


14.00 


7.50 


Donations. 


ch. 15.70; Decatur, ch. 20; 
Springfield, a Baptist sister 5; 


Laut Asso., a sister ( 

Madison Asso., coll. per Rev. 
T. Monroe, 

Mt. Zion Asso. 
v. I. N. Clark » pas- 


Sand Creek Asso, coll. at Asso., 


white Water Valley As, coll. 
Asso., per Rev. J. Cell, 
Towa. 

Coll. Rov. 8S. M. Osgood, 


Dist. § 
Burlington ‘Asso., New London, 


Ontnd Towa Asso., coll. at Asso., 


po D. Robinson, 
owa Va coll. at Asso. 
per Reva . Willey 


Keokuk Asso., at 
C. F. Tolman, 13.20; Keokuk, 


of nat. pr., care of Rev. 
av’ 

Ren B. M. Osgood, 


Flint hen coll. at Asso., 


r Rev. > Steel, 44 East 
aT; 
vhs b. sch., 


sick all her i fe, but who, since 
conversion, has given a 
cent a week to benevolent pur- 
poses, 7 cts. ; 
hiver Tonia, ch. 


St. Louis, Western Ger. Bap. 
Dist" Sec., 


Parkersburg, ch. 
Burmah. 
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82.75 
—— 158.30 


131.61 


$7,663.91 


ee Mrs. Stagen, Mr. and Mrs. Lex 
and daughter, and Mrs. | 
2 ea. fr. Mrs. Schall, Mr. 
ce . and Mrs. Hobson, Mrs. Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood 
McDaniel, John Evans, Mrs. Dist’ Sec., 
3 dee . ll, Lizzie Lowry. Mrs. E. Coffee Creek Asso., coll. per Rev. 
Wm. Chaffee, John Barry, J. Cell, 20.30 
> ee Mrs. John Barry, Mr. and Mrs. Friendship Asso., per Rev. J. W. 
ie Randolph, Mr. and Mrs. Da- 35.00 
17.50 
64.55 
61.00 
—— 248.85 
10.00 
—. 9.00 
L. M. Clause, Anna M. Lex 11.85 
ck. 6-10; 19.30 
Linn Asso., coll. at Asso., 
a Rev. N. B. Homans, 9.17; 
Fairview, ch. 3.55; 12.72 
— 02387 
Michigan. 
10.00 
ae 
—— 2150.96 88.54 
Dodge Asso., Bara en. 
18.00 Rev. 8. M. Osgood, iy 12.50 
18.30 
17.15 
not given, 25.10 
Olney Asso., coll. at Asso., per 
Rev. C. E. Low, 2.80 
Bpringteld Asso., coll. at Asso., 
ia per Rev. 8. A. Kingsbury, 32- 
40; ch. 7; Centre- 
a : ~ ville, ch. 2.65; Dramond Grove, 


